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vine, under Confinement, oc- 


cafi oned by the Malice of his Enemies, 


ſome years ſince; and being intended 


only for his own private uſe, it cant. 
be expected it ſhould be ſo correct in 
Stile as otherwiſe it might have been, 
bad the Author liv d to publiſh it him- 


elf ; but this J ſhall preſume to ſay, y 
that its Matter is very ſublime and 


divine, which declares, - that whilſt 
the Author's Body was under Re- 


ftraint, his Mind wanted not perfe& 


Liberty, and freely ſoar d above, to 


bring. down Fire from the Altar, ca- 
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To the Reader. 
pable to kindle any Heart (that has 
a juſt ſenſe of its Duty and true Auto. 
reſt into a holy flame. | 
The Lord's Prayer is 5 Om 
well explained, with the Apoſtles 


Creed; the Four Laſt Things are 
Avmneh diſcoursd on, with proper 
Serriptures to fix them in our memo- 
ries; and ſeveral Select and Practi- 
cal Texts are collected, and expoun- 
ded for the ſupport of the diſconſolate ; * 
as alſo the Hiſtory: of our Sa viour's. 
Sufferings, from his Agony in tie 
Garden to his Reſurreckion, ſo pathe-' 
tically paraphras d, as may ſerve for 
an Entertainment to the moſt devout 
Sonls, as well during their Prepurati- 
on for, and Receiving of the Holy. 
Euchariſt, as any other time, when. 
Opportunity offers er With and, 

Meditation. © es 3 
e — > mont; "> | 


To the R Ears 


Bools of this nature are very ſea- 
ſonable at this time of day (whilſt 
the Age is ſo vain and averſe to Seri- 
owſne/s "and our | holy Religion,) to 
iuſtruct the Ignorant, to reform the 
Vicious, and to encourage the Pious, 
who can never have too many Helps 
to make them ſmeerely and. conſtantly: 
devout. 7 

In à word, if our Reader is Re- 
li 2 di 72 d, here he will meet 
with: agreeable Entertainment ; if not,, 
all that 1 can ſay, will make: no ime 
preſſion in a+ Heart that has been har- 
adened man) Nears. 

God Almighty- grant, that every 
one who opens this Book, thro his 
Grace may be much edified by it, and 
f it may any ways promote Man Fe 
Salvation, or Gods Glory, twill 
be the el ſatisfaction n 
2907S. 1 1 
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| At the ſame Places where this Book is 
- fold, you may be furniſhed-with Fi 


TD Ibles and Common-Prayers in Folio 
D of all Sizes fit for Churches and Fa- 
milies, with Guts, or without; and in all 
other Volumes of the neweſt and beſt im- 
preſſions. Three forts of Cutts fitted for 
Common-Prayer, finer than any, done 
before. French Common-Prayers, and 
Teſtaments and Pſalms, in 8 vo. a new E- 
dition. Dr. Gibſens Exhortation to Fami- 
ly Prayer; with Prayers for the uſe of 

Families, and'fitted for one Perſon in pri- 
vate. And his Treatiſe of the Sacrament, 
being the Sacrament . Explain d: Or, 
Things to be known and done to, make a 

worthy Communicant, with ſuitable Pray- 
ers and Meditations ;. to be had either ſin- 
le, or bound up, together, or with the 
Common-Prayer. Duty of Man's Works 
in all Volumes. Articles and Canons of 
the Church of England, with all other 
Books of Devotion, &. e. 
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L087 nen 
ah, Our Father. 0.1 


OI am taught to pray, in Faith, and 
Charity, and Obedience. 

The Name of Father bids me believe; 
for what will not a Father give, and for- 
give his Child 2? | So Hic 

The Name of Father is a great Name, 
is a ſweet Name; ſo ſweet, ſo great a Name 
as under it no Man need deſpair. 

But the Name of Father bids me obey 
too; for he is no good Son, that obeys 
„„ ot rn fb con has 
1 muſt firſt frame my ſelf to Obedience 
as a Son, before I may expect the Indul- 
gence of my Father. He, ; chat bath 
taught me to call God Father, hath told 
me-thereby, God will not deny me thoſe 
_ Graces, which I beg; and are fitting for 

a Son to receive, or a Father to give. 


The 


. 440 14.4 = ä 
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1 Pious Meditations, 

The other Word, OUR, Commands 
me to pray in Charity, and to pray for all 
Men, as well as for my ſelf. | 

As I am a Creature, God is my Father ; 
for he is the Father of all things, by Crea- 
tion. 
As I ama Man, God is my Father; for 
he is the Father of all Men, by Redempti- 
Ol. | | | 

As Tam a Chriſtian, God is my Father; 
for he is the Father of all Chriſtians, by 


Regeneration. - | 


And ifI am a Saint, God is my Father; 


for he is the Father of all Saints, by Adop- 


tion and Obſignation. 

O, OUR Father, I beſeech thee, give 
me this laſt birth-right. Seal me by thy 
Spirit of Adoption, and aſſure me of it 


by Faith, and ſtrengthen that Faith by 


Obedience, and confirm that Obedience 
by my Charity. Bait 

But let my Faith be ſtedfaſt and not 
wavering, let my Obedience be ſincere 
and not diſſembling, let my Charity be 
perfeR and not partial ; that my Obedient, 


Charitable, Faithful Prayer may aſſure 
me of my Juſtification upon Earth, and of 
my Glorification in Heaven, for his fake, 


who hath taught me thus to pray, Our 


Father. AMEN. 


Which 


and Ejaculations, * 3 
Which art in Heaven. 


| Am not in this Expreflion taught to 
(nor do I) limit thy Ubiquity in this 
place of Reſidence, or confine thee 
to Heaven; for thou art, I confeſs, every 
where, in the Earth, in the Sea, and all. 
| deep Places, as well as in Heaven. : 
But this place teaches me to limit the 
Ubiquity of my Thoughts, and give them 
no other Reſidence but in, and confine 
* || them only to, Heaven. 
j This place reſtrains, or ſhould reſtrain 
my Thoughts from Roving and wandering, 
and fix them only on Heavenly things, 
and level them eſpecially for thoſe Heaven- 
ly Bleflings, Ipray for to thee, 
Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 
But becauſe I -have not the Command 
of mine own Thoughts, for they are evil, 


SIP = 


evil continually ; I beſeech thee, as at this 
: time, ſo eſpecially in my 3 to fix 
my Thoughts only upon thy ſelf, and up- 
? on thy Son at thy Right Hand, and upon 
c thy Holy Spirit, by whom, for thy Son's 
ſake, I beſeech thee faſten the Fountain of 
4 my Thoughts, my Soul, upon the Foun- 


tain of all Good, thy ſelf; that when my 
Soul is ſeparated _ my Body, I my 
d, 2 & 


* Pious' Meditations, 
be received into Heaven, where thou art, 


and yet are every Where ; through Jeſus 
Chriſt. AMEN. 


Hallowed be thy Nane. 


HIS is, or ought to be, the firſt and 
4 principal of all our Deſires; and I 
do chiefly, and above all things, deſire, . 
{6948 Know thy Name to be great, 
Acknowledge thy Name to 
bogood,-\:- 1 3-2 
Allow thy Name to be good 
und ges, 
But alſo, 1. 
Thinking of it Reverently, 
Speaking of it Awtully, 
Hallow thy 7 55 by it Truly 


* 
—_— 


Not only to 


Name by Calling upon it Confidetitly, 

Uſing of it, (in Thought, 

© Word and Deed) Holily. 

A Good Name is prefer d by Men above 

all things, and thy Name is, or ought to 

be, prefer'd by Chriſtians above all Names, 

and the Hallowing of thy Name is, or 

ought to be, the chiefeſt of all Chriſtian 
Deſires. | : 

And, O do thou make this my Deſire, 


that thy Name, which is great, wonder- 


ful, and Holy, may be eſteemed, * 
l ed, 


6 5--w- 


w 


V O Cod, 


and Ejaculations. 5 
ed, honoured, obeyed, and reverenced, 


by my ſelf, and all Men, as Holy! Let 


me never hereafter think of it, but in a 
Holy Manner; let me never hereafter 
ſpeak of it, but in a Holy Expreſſion; let 
me never hereafter Swear by it, but in a 
Holy Order; Let me never hereafter 
Think, Speak, or Swear by it, but in a 
Holy Obedience. E 

Let my Hallowing of Thy Name be 
my Chiefeſt Aim, that when I am taken 
from the Kingdom of the Earth, I may 
be Receiv'd into thy Kingdom of Heaven, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, 4 MEN. 


Thy Kingdom come. 


Of Power, to protect us; 

Of Righteouſneſs, to 

Thy Kingdom Rule u | 

7 Ol Mercy, to pardon us; 

Col Grace, to Sanctiſy us; 

that we may Hallow thy Name: and thy 

Kingdom of Glory, to change our vile 

Body, and make it like unto thy Son's Glo- 
rious Body. fl 212 © | 

Not the Kingdom of Pride, for that is 


Satan's. 
+ B3 Not 


- 


6 Pious Meditations, 


Not the Kingdom of Uſurpation, for 
that belongeth to the Children of Wrath. 
But thy Kingdom come, 

By Preaching the Goſpel, Sincerely, 
By Converting us to thy ſelf, Truly, 
By Increaſing Piety in us, Perfectly, 
By Receiving us, at the Conſummation 
of all Worldly Kingdoms, into thy King- 
dom, Gloriouſſy. AMEN. 


Thy Will be done, as in Heaven e 


in Earth. 


Delivered by thy Mouth, 

Written by thy Finger, 
Thy Will, | Preached by thy Son, 
that was I Revealed by thy Spirit, 


enn by thy Prophets, 
pplyed by thy Apoſtles. 
Thisthy will ,my Willand Deſire ismay 
(As Knowingly without Error, 
Be done 4 As Faithfully without Fear, 
As Humbly without Pride, 
FBy Earthly Men. 
117 = Sinners. 
the Common-wealth. 45 
In Earth Ol the outward Man 
Of the Fleſh. bolt uo 
Of Paſſion. 


and Fjaculations. A 


By Heavenly Angels, 

As it is in By Seines, 
Haven Of the Church, 

1 Of the Inward Man, 

\. Of the Spirit of Action: 

That we may not Blaſpheme thee in 
Su ffering, by too much Adverſity, and 
not do thy Will paflively ; nor forget thee 
in Action, by. too much Abundance, and 
not do thy Will actively. 

hy Will be done in our Suffering ſor 

thee, and by thee, patiently, 

Thy Will be done, in our doing, what- 
ſoever we do, according to thy Command, 
obediently, through Jeſus. AM EN. 


Give us this day our daily Bread. 


(Freely, for we deſerve it not ; 
Liberally, for we need it ; 
Perpetually, elſe our Sins will 

abridge us of it. 

Thy Unworthy Servants, 

Thy Divorced Spouſe. 

Us Thy Defaced Image. 

Thy Wandring Sheep. 
Thy Adopted Children. 


B 4. - This 


Give 


8 Pious Meditations 


8 the Sun, and wy it not. 
thy Goſpel, and deny it not. 
ta Of thy Grace, chat we refuſe it nat. 
% Of thy Peace, and thy Blefling 
with it. 
To Nouriſh our Bodies. 
To Feed our Souls. 
All things neceſſary for our being, 
or well-being. 
As is daily fit for us. | 
Qur Daily JAs may make us daily depend 
Bread on thee without Murmur 
or Diſtruſt. AME N. 


Bread 


And ud forgive us our Feſ paſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, 


For. CAnddrownin the Sea of thy Mercy, 
p/n 1 And blot out of thy Book of Ac- 
counts. 


3 Great, 4 Small, 
Old, 6 Young. 
(Original, wherein we were 
All our Treſ- ) born; 
paſles Actual, wherein we o have 
lived; 
By Ignorance, 
Whether omitted Joy Negligence. 
| By — 
r 


1 Poor, 2 Rich, 
1 


| and-Ejaculations, 9 


251978 (Thee, 
gu Or Seidel Thy Creatures, 
1 er Men, 


Our ſelves. 
Undeſervedly, without fu- 


Forginess 115 ture Revenge; 
Trelpaff 4 ifes. . Unconditionally, without. 
Fa preſent Exception: 


With our Hearts, Sincerely, 
1. EE Treſpaſſes, wholly, 
To all Men, generally. 
For Tons . 7 his _ Lovingly. 
AMEN: | 


WW Leal us not into Temptation. 


Lot Beyond mpAbiliey to bear. 
Lead: me Above my Sttength to reſiſt. 
not © ) Without" chy Grace to quench. 
the fiery Dartsof Satan. 
200115 TH the ' Fleſh within me, by 
delight in wanton Imagina- 

tions, or preſumption in vain 
inion. 


. l Ot ie World without me, 
Tempta By t e Suggeſtion of wicked 
tion Nea: 8 > Moone or Motions to wick- 


-ed Suggeſtions of the Devil 

_ againſt me, by the Injection 
of wicked Deſi ires, or the I 
L luſion of deſperate Attempts. 
0 


B 5 


FO Piaus Meditations, 
God, ifthou join not Perſeverance: 


a New Score of Debts, and make my 


End worſe than my Beginning. 
Give me therefore, O Heavenly Father 


either Freedom from Tentation, and lead: 


me not into it; or Aſſiſtance in Tentation, 
and deliver me from the evil of it: either 
exempt me from the Fight, or aſſure me 
of the Crown. | OD 
My Condition: is weak, and. therefore 


to my Repentance, I ſhall run up 


L deſire thee to lead me: The way is 
Dangerous, and therefore I deſire thee not 


to lead me into Tentation. 


Or, if, by che Leading Hand of thy 
Juſtice, I take ſome Fall in the way; yet, 
by the Guiding Hand of thy Mercy, lead: 


me out, that I may ſee no harm in the end; 
1 beſeeck these, that I may not be en- 


counter d by the Devil's Fury, or the World's 


Subtilty, or the Fleſh's Treachery; or if thou 


doſt lead me into thoſe Encounters of Ten- 


tation, yet bail me again, and deliver me 
from evil, for Jeſus Chriſt hisfake. A. AA E N. 


But deliver us from Evil. 


1 


re the Infection. 5 

Delirer By thy preſent Grace, in the: 
me S Aſſaults. g 

U che Fall. Erom) 


[By thy. preventing Grace, be- 
fo 


and Ejaculations.” 14 
(From the Cauſe of Evil, the Devil. 
From the Inſtruments of Evil, 
Wicked Company. 
From the Enticement to Evil, 
7 Worldly Vanities. 
From the Guilt of Evil, Sin. , 
From the Curſe of Evil, Damna- 
A. tion, 8 


From 
Evil 


Beſeech thee, O Father, to keep thy 

Hand over me, that I be not foi- 
led; at leaſt keep thy Hand under me, 
that Ibe not foundred; give me ſuch a Tri- 
al, that I be not caſt ; or if ſo, yet grant 
me ſuch an Audience that I be not Con- 
demned. Iam fearful of the Devil, of 
the World, of the Fleſh, and therefore 1 
beſeech thee, lead me not into Temptati- | 
on ; I am faithful and Confident in thee - 
and therefore I beſeech thee to deliver me 
from Evil. AMEN. 


For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


1 keep us in the Deſites and Holineſs of 
mee, Charity 


2 eavours, Rep! 
Obedlence ! EW 
whereby. eftabliſh - 

: our 


Thhine is the Power, 


12 Pious Meditations, 
our Deſires in thy Providence, and our 
Perſeverance. Thine is the Glory, where- 
with Crown our deſires in Thee. 


einz | {Of us, the Petitioners, 
Noche 85 us, the Suiters, 
Confident 8 Of us, the Believers, 
Faithful | NY Ofthy ſelf, the Promiſer, 
Certain | | Ot Jeſus Chriſt, the Tea- 
2 cher of us. 


L 

Who to thee, and him, and the Holy 
Ghoſt; afcribe the Glory and Power of thy 
Kingdom, of the Kingdom, of this King- 
dom, of all Kingdoms. AMEN. 


_ 


The APOSTEES CREED. 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth. 


THIS is the Firſt Article of the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, and this is call'd a Creed, 
becauſe it Comprehends all ſuch things as 
are to be Believed by every Chriſtian. 
And it is called the Apoſtles Creed, not 
becauſe every Apoſtle did pay his ſhot to- 
wards this Reckoning of Chriſtianity: 
F Though the Number be equal, 12 Apoſtles 
12 Articles: But becauſe it contains the 
1 20 principal 


and Ejaculations. 23 
Principal Points of the Chriſtian Religion, 
handled in the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, 


In this Creed is Obſervable 3 


1. The Believer, I. 

2. The Belief or Faith, (Belie ve.) 

3. The Object of his Belief; 
God, and his Church. 


This Firſt Article concerns God Eſſen- 
tially, and enlarges my Faith into the 
Trinity of Perſons in the Vnity of Eſſence, 
I Believe in God. And then confmes my 
Faith to the Firſt Perſon in his Name, Fa- 

| ther ; inhis Attribute, Almighty ; in the | 
effect of that Attribute, Maker of Heaven 
and Earn. ene 

I : For my ſelf, not for another Man, or 
by proxy. It is not we believe, but I believe. 

Fhough we Pray, Our Father, not my | 

Father. For this Creed was pen d for an 
Anſwer to a Queſtion, which was asked 
of every Perſon to be Baptized, not f 
many collectim and together, but of every 
one ſeparatim and apart; not, do ye be- 
lieve? but doſt thou believe? 243322 

Believe, i. e: I do both Acknowledge, | 
that there is a God; and I do alſo aſſure 
my ſelf, that God is my God. 14 


14 

4 

1 
11 

R * 38 
it, 

„ 

” 
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In. i. e. Iput my whole Truſt in God, and 
am perſuaded, that he is, and will be to me 
asjhe hath Revealed himſelf in his Word. 

God is Verws & Un, the only true God "4 
and therefore the True God:, becauſe 
but one God, in Eſſence and Sub- 
ſtance, diſtinguiſhed by Three Perſons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. The Fa- 
ther of Jeſus Chriſt by Nature, of all 
things by Creation, and of myſelf, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, by Adoption. 

Almighty. i. e. 1. He can do whatſoe- 
ver he will. 2. He doth all things, that he 
will, with eaſe. 3. He is the Author of all 
Power. 4. He doth, and will Exerciſe 
that Power for my Salvation. : 

Maker of all things out of Nothing, and 
particularly of Heaven and Earth. i. e. of 
all things Viſible and Inviſible. 

Free, without any Neceflity ; eaſily, 
without Difficulty. All things -he made 
to ſerve me, and my ſelf to ſerve him; and: 
ſo long as I ſerve him, I need not doubt, 
but believe I ſhallnever want what the Pow- 
er of God can give, or what the Pity of a 
Father will give, till he take me from 
Earth into Heaven. AME N. 


aud i unn 15 
And in Jeſus us C brit, his onh Son, 


our Lord. 


L is the Second Article in the 
Apoſtles Creed, and the Firſt that 
concerns the Second Perſon in _ Trini- 
ty, whole Titles are Four; | 
1. Filins eſus unigenitu, God's only. be- 
geotten Son. 
. Dominas Noſter, Our Lord. 
3. Jeſus (his proper Name) which ſg- 
- 7 nifies a Saviour. 
oy" 1. A perfect Saviour, having all thoſe 
Conditions in him, which are ne- 
ceſſarily n in che party to be. 
ſaved, as, 
3 1/195 Innocence; 
2. 2 


2+ A 1 ſaving ſtom Fault 
and Pain, from Sin and Guilt. 
3. An Eternal Saviour. 
4. Eurit, which Signiſies Anointed: 


not with Material Oyl, but with the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt, to be a King, to Govern and 
Deſend me; to be a- Prieſt, to ſacrifice 
himſelf and to pray. for me; to be a: Pro- 
Phet, to teach me by, his own Mouth, by 
his.Spirits b) his Serkan 

MAnointed 
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Anointed he was in both his Natures ; 
In his Divinity, as Anointed Signifies, fer 
apart to be the Mediatour ; in his Huma- 
nity, with the Spirit of Grace and with 
Power. | 
His only Son, as Perſon, not by Deri- 
vation, as Water from the Spring; but 
Communication and Generation. 


His Son by Nature, becauſe partaking 
of the ſame Eſſence; and by Grace, as 
God and Man, in the Unity of the Hu- 


manity to the Divinity. His only Son, 
1. in reſpect of his Divnity ; being Coe- 
ternal with his Father and ſo hath no Bre- 
thren. 2. in reſpect of his Humanity, be- 
cauſe, though according to the Species he 
hath the ſame Humanity with us, yet not 
in reſpect of the manner; for we are not 
conceiv'd, as he was, of the Holy Ghoſt, 
nor born, as he was, of & Virgin: 
By Creation, Job. 1. 1. 

Lord 3 By Preſervation, Heb. 1. 3; 

By Judgment, Bom. 4. 

And now what need J doubt or fear, 
Tt I believe that God's only Son hath made 
me the adopted Son of God; and is my 
Lord; to be obeyed by me, and to be the 
Protector of me; that he is my Jeſus, and 


will ſave me fromSin and the Wrath to come; 


that he is my Chriſt, to pray for me, to teach 
me, and to defend me, all which I de 
believe, 
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believe, and beſeech God I may believe 
it to my Lives end. AMEN.  _ © 


Who was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 


and born of the Virgin Mary. 

HIS is the Third Article ofthe Apo- 
ſtles Creed, and delivers the In- 
carnation of the Son of God, which St: 
Paul, calls the great Myftery of Godlineſs; 
and in this Third Article is to be obſerv- 
e N | 

I. His Conception; which was con- 
ceiv d of the Holy Ghoſt: Io Altes 501 
23. His Birth ; and born of the Virgin 
1. Conceiv'd. i. e. the Humanity of 
Chriſt was 17 Framed, and adly Sanctify- 
ed from all Original Guilt and actual Pollu- 
tion: for it was, 

2. By the Holy Ghoſt ; not of his Sub- 
ſtance, but by his Power; not by Gene- 
ration, but by Benediction, and Uniting 
the human Nature to the Second Perſon. 

3. Born. Lay and grew in the Womb 
of his Mother Nine Months, and when 


time of Delivery came: He was born of 


the | | 
4. Virgin ; that he might be ſree from 
Sin, and free me from the Guilt of Dan 
| 4 -B8 
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nal Sin ; as alſo to fulfil the Scriptures, 
— foretold that a Virgin ſhould bear a 
on. 

5. Mary. To teſtify that Chriſt De- 
ſcended of the Line of David both Natu- 
rally and _ And now what need 
I doubt, or fear the Guilt of my Original 
Corruption, if I believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
was conceiv'd of the Holy Ghoſt, and Born 
of the Virgin Mary ? Since thereby he 
hath diſcharged that Debt, and is become 
Man as well as God, and ſo is a ſufficient 
Mediator to reconcile Men (and all the 
Sons of Men) to God, and to make us 
the Sons of God. 


Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried. He 
deſcended into Hell. 


HIS is the Fourth Article of the 

Apoſtles Creed and Delivers the 
Humiliation of Jeſus Chriſt. 

1. Generally, Suffered. 

2, Particularly, Crucified, Dead, 

Buried, Deſcended into Hell. 

1. Suffered; Willingly, Obediently 
 Meritoriouſly, my Infirmities, the World's. 
- Contumelies, the Devil's Tentations, 
Man's Condemnation, under Pontias Pilate 
the Roman Deputy. „5 
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1. To ſhew the Sceptre was now de- 
parted from Fudah, and he was therefore 
the true Meſhiah. 

2. To ſhew that Chriſt was Accuſed 
and Condemned in open Court publickly, 
before a Lawful Magiſtrate. | 

Crucifyed ; 3. e. Nailed to the Croſs, 
to aſſure me, that he took my Curſe upon 
him, and freed me from the ſame. - 

3. Dyed. Willingly ſuffering the Sepa- 
ration of his Soul and Body, and the ſen- 
fible Separation from God ; that thereby 
the Juſtice of God might be ſatisfyed, that 
ſo I might not finally and eternally be ſe- 

arated from God, nor deliver d over to 

ternal Death. | 115 
4. Buried: Laid in the Grave, in the 
Garden, in a New Sepulchre, thereby to 
ſanctify my Burial, and to make my 
Grave a ſweet repoſe, and to beget in me 
a Spiritual Death, and a ceaſing from Sin: 

5. He Deſcended into Hell, to ſhew 
himſelt the Conquerour of Death, and to- 
aſſure me that the: Devil ſhall not have 
Power over me. 

And what need J Fear Death, or the Sting 
of it, the moſt curſed, ſhameful, painful 
Death; if I believe, that Jeſus was Cru- 
cified, and Dyed, and hath thereby taken 
away the Sting and Curſe of Death? 


What need I fear the Grave, or the 
Horror 
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Horror of it; if I believe Chriſt was Buri- 
ed, and thereby overcame the Devil ? 
Much leſs need I fear the Tyranny of 
Man, or any Suffering under the greateſt 
Tyrant of Men, if I. believe Jeſus Chriſt 
ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, and hath 
made all Sufferings either a Means to wean 
mefrom the Love of this World, or a Way 
to bring me in a better. AME NM. 


The third day he roſe again from the 


Dead. 


„ S is the Fifth Article of the Apo- 
| ſtles Creed, and Delivers the firſt 
Degree of Chriſt's Exaltation; in the Re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus from the Dead, and 
and hath obſervable in it, 

1. The time. The Third Day; no 
ſooner, that I might be aſſured he was 
truly, not fiftitiouſly, Dead: not later, 
to tulfil the Scriptures, 15 
2. The Perſon, who. He, the ſame 
Perſon, that ſuffered and dyed, the 
ſame Fleſh and Body, that was Buried : 
that hereby he, who had made a ſuffici- 
ent Sacrifice for my Sin upon che Croſs, 
might apply the Virtue thereof to me by 
bis Reſurregion, 


3. The 
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3. The At; Roſe again; not Stoll'n 
as the Jewiſh Prieſts and People would 
have believed ; but Roſe by the Power of 
his Divine Nature, to tell me that I muſt 
not Lye in Sin, but riſe Spiritually out of 
it, as he truly roſe from the Grave. 

4. From whom; From the Dead, 
from all them, whom'Death hath Power 
over; and to aſſure me that Death hath 
noDower overnim: © tne: nnnntts 

And what need I queſtion or diſpute 
mine own Reſurrection? If I believe 
Chrift's? For Iam a Member of that Bo- 
dy, whereof he is the Head, and no 
Member of the fame Body can be ever in 
the Grave, when the Head is Riſen out 
CNT 25 907 Ip oo 

What need I fear or doubt my Juſtifica- 
tion, if I believe in Jeſus Chriſt ? For the 
Apoſtles aſſures ' me; * Righteouſneſs ſhall 
be Imputed to me, as well as to Abraham, 
if I believe in him, who raiſed Jeſus our 
Lord from the Dead, who was Deliver'd 
for our Offences, and Roſe again for our 
Juſtification. 1 


Only, Almighty God, make me Conform- 
able to thy Son Jeſus Chriſt in my Riſing 
from Sin to Grace, as he from the Dead 
to the Living. AMEN. RI TER 


He 
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He aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth 


at the right hand of God the Father 


© Almighty, 


HIS is the Sixth Article of the Apo- 
1. ſtles Creed, and delivers the Second 
and Third Degrees of Chriſt's Exaltation, 
in his Aſcenſion, and his Seſſion, or In- 
D n b 

I. He aſcended into Heaven. 5. e. he 
remov d his Body from one place to ano- 
ther, Corporally, Locally, Viſibly, (the 
fortieth day after his Reſurrection from 
the Earth) into the Higheſt Heavens, the 
Habitation of God, and the Seat of the 
Bleſſed. 8 T been 215 
2. He ſitteth on the right hand of God, 
1. e. he hath exalted Humanity to the highh- 
eſt Degree of Glory; above Angels and 
r whether Seraphim or Che- 
rubim. By his Aſcenſion, he is gone to 
provide a place for ne. i 

By his Seſſion he is at the right hand of 
the Father Almighty, making Interceſſion 
for me. | | 
And now what need I fear Condem- 
nation for my Sins, or Separation from 
God, if I believe Jeſus Chriſt aſcended in- 
toHeaven and ſat down on the right hand of 
God ? Who 
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Who ſhall Condemn me? who ſhall ſe- 
parate me from the Love of God, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who is at the 

right hand of God, and makes Interceflion 
for me? Amen. 


From thence he ſhall come to Judge the 
Quick and the Dead. 


HIS is the Seventh Article of the 


Apoſtles Creed, and hath obſerva- 
ble in it, | 
1. The Party Judging ; Chriſt. 

2. The Parties Judged ; all the Quick 
and the Dead. 

1. And from thence. i. e. from Heaven, 
this Jeſus which is taken up from you in- 
to Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner, 
as you have ſeen him go into Heaven. 

2. He, i. e. Chriſt; not but the Autho- 
rity and Eternal Decree is of God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, but the viſi- 
ble act and publick Execution is Chriſt's. 
And this is, 1. for the Conſolation of 
my ſelf and all Believers, as having our 
Advocate, and Mediatour to be our Judge, 
and therefore ſhall not be Condemned. 2. 
for the Terrour and Confuſion of the 
Wicked, who ſhall find him their ſevere 
Judge, whom they wou'd not embrace as 
their Merciful Saviour. Shall 


ee We reed, Lets. EE. Z —„—„— 
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3. Shall come viſibly, gloriouſly, ſudden- 
ly, terribly, when the wicked think not 
of him; but comfortably to the Godly, 
who daily and hourly expect him. 
4. To Judge, i. e. to pronounce the wick- 
ed guilty of Sin, and to adjudge them to 
Everlaſting Puniſhment: And to abſolve 
the godly Believers from the guilt of their 
Sin, and to give them Everlaſting Life 
and Glory. 
F. The Quick; thoſe that ſhall be 
alive at Chriſt's Second Coming. 

6. And the Dead ; thoſe that have de- 
parted this Lite before the laſt day. 
And now, what manner of Man ought 
I to be in all Holy Converſation ? And if 
Lam ſo, what need J fear this Dreadful 
Day of Judgment, if I believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt the Judge, who will paſs Sentence 
upon me for thoſe very Sins, for which 
honed: cl; 17. 20 ; 33 | 
Thou art my Advocate, as well as my 
Judge; O Bleſſed Jeſus. AMEN. 


3 4 1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt. 


4 6 vs Is is the Eighth Article of the Apo- 
ö ſtles Creed, and concerns the Third 
Perſon in the Trinity, the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and Delivers two things 1. The 


OQ ve fa ti 
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I, The Act of my Faith, I believe. 
2. The Object of my Faith, in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. e 
I, I believe in, 3. e. I acknowledge the 
Holy Ghoſt to be God, and do theretore 


put my truſt and affiance in him, and am 


perſwaded he is my Comforter and Sandti- 


fier. nnen | LL. | . 
2. The Holy Ghoſt or Spirit: Not 
that the Father and the Son art not Holy 
and the Spirit; but becauſe the Works of 
Holineſs and Sanctification are more pe- 
culiarly appropriated to the Holy Ghoſt. 
For che Father Sanctifies by the Son, 


and the Spirit; the Son Sanctifies from the 
Father by the Spirit; the Holy Ghoſt San- 


Rifies from the Father and the Son, imme- 
diately by himſelf. And now what can I 
doubt of Power, to be protected from 
Danger; if Lbelieve in God the Father 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth? 


What can I doubt of Mercy to forgive 
and ſave me, to forgive my Sins, and to 
ſave my Soul; if I beſie ve in Jefus Chriſt, 
God's only Son our Lord, Who was con- 
nd? Sn bind o engem gr 


What can I doubt of Gtace to Sanity: 
me upon Earth, and to fit me for Glory 
in Heaven, af 1 believe in the Holy: 
Ghoſt? AEN ˙· O 2 91 ot 
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I believe the Holy Catholick Church, the 


Communion of Saints. 


T*HI Sis the Ninth Article of the Apo- 
1 ftles Creed, and Delivers the Se- 
cond of my Faith, the Church with -her 
firſt Privilege; the Communion of 

I. I believe; not I believe in; no, I 

believe only in God : but I believe. 5. e. 
acknowledge there is a Church, and I ac- 
knowledge there are Privileges belonging 
to that Church, and do acknowledge and 
aſſure my ſelf that I am a Member of that 
Church, and that thoſe Privileges do be- 
long to me. 
2. The Church. i. e. a peculiar Com- 
pany of Men and Women called by the 
Miniſtry of the Word, and the working 
of the Spirit, out of the World into the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, predeſtinated by God 
to Life Everlaſting. 

3. Holy. i. e. I acknowledge this 
Church conſiſts of Holy Perſons, as hav- 
ing the means of Sanctification, the Word 
and Sacraments; Redeemed, Waſhed, Ju- 
ſtity'd, SanRify'd by the Blood of Chriſt 
and the Spirit of God, in which Church 
Holineſs is begun and practiſed, and in- 
creaſed, 
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creaſed, as it is Militant, and perfeced, 
as it is Triumphant. - n 

4. Catholick, i. e. Univerſal, diſperſed 
over the whole Earth, in reſpect of Faith, 
Uniyetfally profeſſed, and in reſpect of 
time, as having continued from the begin- 
ing, and ſhall continue to the end of the 
World, and thenceforth ſhall be a Glori- 
fy'd Church without end. And, 

2. In Reſpect of Perſons, as gather'd 
from all Parts of the World; and laſtly, 
all this to diſtinguiſh the Catholick Church 
trom peculiar Churches, which are not 
believed, bur ſeen. oY 
F. The Communion of Saints; which is 
the firſt Privilege of the Holy Catholick 
Church, by which Communion, the 
whole Church and every particular Mem- 
ber thereof, and my ſelf, though the un- 
worthieſt of all, are united unto Chriſt, 
the Head; and one with another by the Spi- 
rit of God Dwelling in Chriſt the Head; 
and from him deſcending upon us, in the 
Diſtcibution of Heavenly Gifts and Graces, 
which we all uſe to the Glory of Chriſt, 
and the good one of another ; every one 
praying for me, and I praying for every 
one, that we may be exchanged from the 
Charch Militant, where is too much Di- 
viſion, into the Church Triumphant, 
were is nothing but Union, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, AMEN. CA The 


— 
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The Forgiveneſs of Sins. 


IS is the Tenth of the Apoſtles 

Creed, and contains. a Second. Pri- 
vilege belonging to the Church of 
Chriſt. viz. Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
And this Forgiveneſs of Sins is, the 
not imputing of my Sins, and the not In- 
flicting of Puniſhment due to me for my 


Sins; but God's Receiving me freely into 


his Favour, pronouncing me juſt, accept- 
ing me for his Son, and enduing me with 
Righteouſneſs by his free Grace, through 
the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt performed for 


me and imputed to me by Faith. 


And Aſſurance of this Forgiveneſs I 
have. 1. From the Promiſe of God, who 
hath ſaid, he will forgive; me, my: Sins, 
and remember my Iniquities no more. ..2. 
From the Merit of Chri ſt, by whoſe-Stripes 
I am healed, with whoſe Blood I am waſh- 
ed, for whoſe Death I am ſaved, if I be- 


lieve it i. e. if by Faith Ican apprehend it; 
to which I ſay, AMEN. Fer. 31. 34. 


T Pet. 2. 24. Apoc. 1. 5. Rom. 4. 25. 
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I believe the Reſurrection of the 
[ Dead | Body. 


"PHIS is the Eleventh Article of the 
1 Apoſtles Creed, and contains the 
Thicd Privilege belonging to the Church, 
viz, the riſing from Death to Life. 
1. The Reſurrection. i. e. I believe my 

Body being Dead ſhall be CE and 
reunited to my Soul, according to God's 
Decree and Promiſe, at the laſt day. 

And this is aſſured to me by the Word of 
God in many Places. This is proved to me 
by many Reaſons; Grains of Corn; &c. 
This is both aſſured and proved to me by 
Examples. SH Ia to noi 7 

But bubat Comfert is this to me, that I 
ſhall riſe ? Shall not the Wicked riſe too? 
Les, they ſhall; but they ſhall: riſe to 
Shathe, I halb riſe to Glory, it I believe 
Jeſus to be the Reſurrection and the Life, 
and find my felt begotten to a lively hope 
by the Reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
Dead, and am planted in the likeneſs of 
his Death, which I beg of chee, O God, 
tor his Death's ſake. AMEN, Jobu 11. 
25. 1 Pet. 1. 3. Rom. 6. 5. 
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Liſe Everlaſting. Amen. 


HIS is the laſt Article of the Apoſtles 
Creed, and contains the laſt and 
greateſt Privilege of the Church, Ever- 
laſting Lite, 
Forgiveneſs is the Joy of my Soul. 
Reſurrection. is the Glory of m + Tag 
Everlaſting Life is the Happineſs of both. 
Remiſſion of Sins I have trom the Mer- 
cy of God. 
. of my Body I have from 
the Power of God. 


_ Everlaſting Life Thave in the Nase 


Goa. 
Remiſſion of Sins I have here. 

Reſurrection of my: Body I ſhall hare at 
Dooms: Day. 

Everlaſting Life L ſhall babe in Heaven. 

Forgiveneſs of Sins is the gabelt Bleſ- 
ſing of this Life. 

Reſurrection of the Body is che: firſt 
Bleſſing of the next Life. 

Everlaſting Life is the Complement 
and perfecting of both. 

What greater 'Happineſs to my Soul, 
than that it ſtands in the Favour of God 
by forgiveneſs. 

What greater Happineſs to my * 

than 
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than that it ſhall be Cloathed with Glory 
and Immortality by a Reſurrection ! 

What greater Happineſs to my Soul 
and Body, than that both ſhould enjoy 
the Preſence and Beauty of God in Ever- 
laſting Lite ! 

Lec me be as Poor as Feb, as Rich as. 
Hezekiah, as hungry as Lazarw, I care 
not, fol may have the Forgiveneſs of my 
Sins. Let me be as lame as Mephibeſheth, as 
b. blind as Bartimem, as deformed as Tyranny 
and Perſecution ean make me, I care not; 
I ſo I may have a Reſurrection at the right 
n | hand of Chriſt. 

Let me live Abe's or Metbuſalems Days, 
of | few or many, I care not; fo I may have 
Everlaſting Life. | 

But how ſhall I be ſure of Everlaſting. 
t Life? Why Chriſt tells me how. My 
sheep, hear my voice and I know them, 
and they follow me, and Twill give them 
8 Eternal Life. | . 
|; If I believe in him, I hear his voice; 
if I obey him and keep his Command- 
ments I follow him, and he gives me Eter- 
nal Life. AMEN, 


— 
— 


Te 


32 Pious Erl 


of the Four Fa things. 


DEATH. 


| Iaiah XXXviii. ver. 1. 
IJ Thou, ſhalt Die. 


Dan makes no Difſorence, Di- 
ſtinguiſhes ©. no Conditions. The 
Beggar died, fays Chriſt, and the Rich 
Man died allo. Luke, IG" 51-6 

The Rich, the Honourable 5 the 
Mighty, none amiſs to Death. Gen. 48. 
Abel the Pious, and Cain the Impious ; 
Taac the Free- born, and Iſmael the Bond- 

Man; Jacob the Beloved, and Eſau the 
Hated; Gen. 257. 

Every Man muſt die, and ſo muſt I. 
And 1 may die at any time. Death Di- 
ſtinguiſhes no more of Ages than of Con- 
ditions, the Budd is blaſted as ſoon as the 

looming Roſe. Jeſh. 23. 14. 

Becauſe I may die at any time, Now or 
Anon, I know not when; in any place, 
Here or There, I know not where ; by 

g any 
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any means, by Fire, or Water, -or-Earth, 
I know not how : Let me think every 
Day my laſt, and be prepared for Death 
. at all times, in all places, by all means. 
This was the Wiſe Man's Counſel, Re- 
member now thy Creator. Eccl, 12. 1. 
This is God's deſire; Oh ! That they 
were Wiſe; that they underſtood this, 
that they wou'd conſider their latter end. 
Drat 932596 15150 1 oft S220 
This was the great Patriarch's Study; 
behold now I have taken upon me. to 
ſpeak to the Lord who am but Duſt and 
1. Aſhes. Gen. 18. 7. 
4 This was Facob Confeſſton; Few and 
Evil are the Days of the Years of my Life, 


- being in my Pilgrimage. Gen. 47, 9. 
a This was Job's expectation ; All the 
. Days of my appointed time will J wait, 
- until my Change come. Job. 14. 14. 
; This was David's Deſitre; Lord make 
; me to know mine End, and the Number 


of my Days, that I may know how frail I 
am. Pſal. 39. 4. 

This was Msſes his Prayer; So teach us to 
; Number our. Days, that we may apply our 
. Hearts unto Wiſdom: Pſal. go. 12, 

This was. Fofephs Piety in his Garden of 
Pleaſure ; he had his Grave to put him in 
mind of his Death. Math. 27. 60. ocm- 
pared with Fo. 19, 414. REST. 
4 C x5 And 
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And ſo the Noblemen of Etbiopbia had 
their pot of Earth, with the Sign of the 
Croſs, when they walked into the Feilds 
for their Recreation, to mind them Ot 
their Death. 

And the great Macedonian King, Phil, 
had his daily Remembrancer to ſound in 
his Ears, Remetaber, thou art wann 
and malt. die. 

Oh! then may I never W pre- 
ſume not of any time, ot me not I in 
any place. 

Say Ito my ſelf every Morning, when J 

awake, l may die before Eveniag ; and Pray 
to God, to open mine Eyes, O Lord, 
that I may ſee the wondrous things of; thy 
Faw. Pſal. 119. 18. 
Say 1 to my ſelf, when I put on my 
Cloaths, I may die before I put them off 
again ; and Pray to God, Cloath, me; O 
Lord, with, the Righteouſnek, of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Rom: &3. K 

Say Ito my ſelf, when I g0 out of my 
Doors, I may die before I Return Home 
again; and Pray to God, Direct my Steps 
fo, O God, that I may keep thy Com- 
mandments. Pſal. 119. 133. 

Say I to my ſelf, it I Return, I may 
die before I go abroad: again; and Pray to 
God, into thy hands I commend my 
Soul. Luke. 23.46. 
day 
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Say I to my ſelf, when I lye don to 
Sleep, I may dye before I awake-;.and 
Pray to God, Lord Jeſus receive my 
Spirit. ; | | | * 

Theſe are profitable Meditations, and 
will engage me to forbear Sin, and to 
do good. 5 „ 

Can I think the Covetous Man woud 
have heaped up Riches, and ſtudy d after 
more Wealth, ithe thought he ſhould dye 
that Night? Certainly he wou'd not. 
And why then ſhould I 2 How then. dare- 
IT? Luke 12. 20, 

Can Ithink Haman would have thought 
of Revenge, and grown proud, if he had. 
imagin'd he ſhould have been hanged up- 
on his own Gallows ? Certainly he wou'd-” 
not. And why then ſhould I ? Or how 
then dare I 7 He. 2. 5. 5.' 10. 

Can I imagine, David wou'd have com. 
mitted Adultrey, if he had thought, that 
tor that very Sin, the Sword ſhould never 
depart from his Houſe? Certainly he 
wou'd not. And why then ſhould I? Or. 
how then dare I ? Sam. 12. 10. 

O may I fo remember my End, that I 
may neyer do amiſs ! And ever be prepa- 
red for Death, by overcoming Death in 
my Meditations, ſo I may, in my daily: 
Conference with Death, ſee where his 
Strength lies! Ir is in his Sting, and that 
is my Sin. Fheretore 


r 
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Therefore, O Merciful God, Cheriſh 
good thoughts in me, that Death may ne- 
ver take me una wares or unprepared! That 
I may be fitted for my laſt hour, if this 
hour be my laſt! And depart in thy peace; 
and at the Day of Indgment and Joytut- 
ly at thy right hand, and have the Sen- 
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tence of Eternal Bleflednefs paſs d upon 
me through Jeſus Chriſt. AMEN. 
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JUDGMENT: 
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Hebr. 9. ver. . 
Alter this the Judgment. 


X FETER Death comes the General 
k JUDGMENT. | 

And as Death leaves me, foJudgment wilt 
ſend me, either to Heaven or to Hell: A 
good Death to Heaven, a bad Death to Hell. 

As T have therefore need often to think 
of Death, that I may live well; ſo I had 
need often to think of Judgment, that I 
may dye well. KHER 

. Indeed a Conſcionable Life hath ever- 
: mare 
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more a Comfortable Death Executor, and 
a Comfortable Death is the Teſtator 
of a Joyful judgment. 
A Pious Dinner preſages a Glorious 
Supper; a Life led in Grace, will have a 
Death in Peace. And if the Evening be 
red, the Morning will be fair; nor will 
leſs or other be ſaid, than, Come ye 
Bleſſed, to them that dye in the Lord. 
Judgment That's my Meditation now, 
and indeed ſo it need be now, and oſten. 
For it is a great Puniſhment of Sin, ſel- 
dom or never to think of Judgment; but 
to remember ic, and not to fear it, in re- 
ſpe& of mine own demerits, and the Ma- 
jeſty and Terrors of it, is the Forerunner 
of a greater Puniſhment, That I may 
both remember it and fear it, I pray God 
bleſs to me this Meditation of Judgment. 
| To remember the laſt Judgment often; 
and ferioufly to think upon it, is a ſign of 
God's Mercy to my Soul; but withal to 
remember it ſo, as to be prepared for it, 
is a ſign of God's greater Mercy, that I 
may ſo remember, as to be prepared'for it, 
I pray God to bleſs to me this Meditation 
of Judgment. . 10% N 
For the Judgment will be with ſuch 


Majeſty and Terror, that a Fire ſhall- go. 


before the Preſence of the Judge, and a 
Tempeſt be ſtirred up round about him, oy 
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ſuch a Tempeſt as ſhall tear the Rocks in 
pieces, Level the Mountains with the Val- 
leys, make an Univerſal Earthquake, 
melt the Elements with heat, and diſſolve 
the very Heavens. 2 Pet. 3.12, 
The Fire ſhall bring all thy Sins, thy 
moſt ſecret Sins to light, and ſhew the 
guilt of each Sin upon thy Soul, before 
the Angels and Saints of Heaven, and all 
Men and Women of the Earth. Platter 
not thy ſelf with this fooliſh thought, in 
ſo great a ſpace or length of time, my 
Sins will be forgotten. For Time it ſelf 
will then give in Evidence, not only of 
thy/Sins , but of every Circumſtance of 
thy Sins ; it will ſhew the Places. where, 
the Hour when, and the Perſons with 
whom ſuch and ſuch a Sin was committed; 
Flatter not thy felf with this fooliſh 
thought; my Words are but wind, they 
are blown away, and cannot be remem- 
| bred. For not only thy profane Words 
and obſcenity,againft the Modeſty of Man, 
but Blaſphemy againſt the Majeſty of 
God, ſhall be then as Audible in; the accu- 
ſation of thee,asthey were in the Elocution 
by thee, for of every Idle Word that I 
ſpeak, I muſt give Account at the Day of 
Judgment. A4atth. 12. 36: 
Flatter not thy ſelf with this fooliſh 
thought ; thoughts are but thoughts, — 
=” they 
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they cannot be laid to my charge, becauſe 
they never came farther than the Cloſer 
of mine own Heart, + | 

For all thy Evil Thoughts ſhall then 
come forth as freſh, as when they were a 
thinking. God knows the Thoughts of 
Man (ſays the Pſalmiſt); Nothoughe can 
be witholden from; thee, ſays Fob. The 
Thoughts of the Wicked are Abomination, 
ſays Solomon. The Day will. came, when 
God will Judge the Secret Thoughts of 
Men, ſays St. Paul. And again; God 
will bring to Light the hidden things of 
Darkneſs, and will manifeſt the Thoughts 
of the Hearts of Men. Pſal. 94. 11. Fob 42. 
2. Prev. 15. 26. Rom. 2. 16. 1 Cor. 4. 5. 

We ſhall be all of us, and I my far 
amoneſt the reſt, ſhall be Juſtified or Con- 
demned, as well for my Thoughts as 
Words or Works. 

Never flatter thy ſelf with this fooliſh 
thought; There will be no body to accuſe 
me. For Satan will take the office upon 
himſelf, he accuſes me before God Day 
and Night now; and can I think he will 
ſpare me then? No no, he will do it then 
moſt ſpitefully, moſt maliciouſly, to my 
ſhame and horror both; he will then diſ- 
cover my Filchinefs to my: ſhame, and 
aſtoniſh me to deſperation with my hor- 
ror ; and yet, though the Devils ſhould 

forbear 
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forbeat me, mine own Conſcience will 

accuſe me, my Will bear witneſs, yea my 

Thoughts will accuſe me. Rom. 2. 15. 

Nay, though my © Conſcience and 

Thoughts ſhould hold their Tongue, and 

keep ſilence, yer God himſelf will for all 

theſe thingsbringme into Judgment. God 
will bring every Work into Judgment; with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, 
or evil. God will feprove me, and ſet 
them in order before mine Eyes; not an 

AR; nor a Word, but all are Book'd, En- 

roll'd and Regiſterd. And what now 

will become of me, who have ſo many 

Thoughts; and Words, and Works, to ac. / 

count for, and all ſull of guilt. Feel. 11. (Nl 

9. and 12. 14. Pſal. 50. 21. Apoc. 20. 

4 | | 

Where ſhall I hide my Head? The 

Rocks cannot ſhelter me, for they will be 

cleft ; the Hills cannot hide me, for they 

will be made plain; nor the Earth, for 
that will Burn; nor the Heavens, for 
they will melt: The Devils will wait for 
me, and Hell will gape for me. = 

Alas, what ſhall I do ! Is there no way 

to prevent this General Aſſizes, this Eter- 

nal Vengeance, this Publick Judgment? 

If not, woe is me, that ever I was Born ! 
But Ithank God, I have found a preven- 
non; I thank God, Lhave found pardon); 

1553791 my 
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my particular Seſſions is my prevention ef 


God's General Aſſizes; for God himſelf 


hath ſaid if we Judge our ſelves; we ſhall 
not be Judged. 1. Cor. 11. 32. 

That is, as I conceive, I muſt examine 
my ſelf, as Ys examined Gehazi ; I muſt 
examine my ſelf in what part my Wicked- 
neſs is, as Dalilab examined ' Sampſon in 
what part his Strength was; I muſt ex- 
amine mine Heart, as Jebu did Fehonadab, 
whether it be right towards God. Jud. 
16. 6. 42 Kings. 10. 15. and . 

And Secondly, when 1 have found 
out my Sins by Examination, I muſt then 
lay them open by Confeflion : For herein 
ly es a great part of God's Glory, as Feſta 
ſaid to Achan : My Son give Glory to 


God, and confeſs what thou haſt done 


amiſs ; for if T hide my Sins unconfeſs d 
( * Gregory) I muſt unconfeſs d be Dam- 
n n | „ A , 


ed. 7 Lak Al 
And Thirdly, having diſcover'd my 

Sins by Confeſſion, I muſt upon them, and 
my ſelf for them, pronounce Sentence of 


Condemnation. Thus did Daniel: O 


Lord, to us belongeth Confuſion; and 
my Sin muſt be puniſhed either by me or 
by God. If it be puniſhed by me, then 
it ſhall be puniſhed without me; if it be 
not puniſhed by me, then it ſhall be pu- 
niſned with me. And thereſore every 

Night, 
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Night, at leaſt, I ought to preſent my 
ſelt to the great and Everlaſting Judge, as 
already Judged, by his Deputy my Conſci- 
ence, that I may not be Judged; hereaſter 
by himſelf, with the Sentence of Condem- 
nation. Dan. 9. 8. A 
And Fourthly, that God may not con- 
demn me, though he call me to Judgment, 


be ] ſure to call for a, Pſalm of Mercy, 


and intreat him in the Multitude of his 
2 cies. to do away all mine offences. 
. CAREER 
O Merciful God, thou haſt promiſed, if 
I Judge and condemn my ſelf, I ſhall not 
be Judged and Condemned with the 
World; Behold, I do Judge my ſelf, I 
torfes my Sins, I have Sinned again 
Heaven and againſt thee ; I have Sinned 


againſt Earth and againſt Men ; I have 
Sinned againſt other Men and againſt my 
ſelf. And for theſe Sins I deſerve to be 
caft into: Hell, and to wail to Eternity. 
S But I weep now, and I beſeech thee to 


forgive me all my Sins, according to thy 
Promiſes for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. AMEN. 
And now the Judgment Day appears 
calm and fair, promiſes Mercy and Fa- 
vour ; for Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be my Judge, 
and is my Advocate. | 

I thank God, I found my pardon ; 


| S Chriſt is my Medicine, for it Signifies 


Anointed ; 
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Anointed ; Jeſus is my health, ſor it Sig- 
nifies a Saviour; Chriſt is my Happineſs, 
for there is healing in his Wings; Jeſus 
is my. Gladneſs, for ſaving, and my Sal- 
vation is his Work. _ Heb. 1. 9. Matth. 1. 
21. I 

My Sins are not ſo vile, but his Blood 
is as Precious; my Sins are not ſo great 
a World to Damn me, but his Blood is 
as wide a Sea to drown them,and fave me. 
Though I am foul with Luſts, yet that 
Blood waſhed Mary Magdalene fair; though 
I am black with Perjury; yet that Blood 
died Peter white; though I am ſcarleted 
with Perſecuting others, yet that Blood 


purged St. Paul as clean as Snow ; and 
tha Reoafan ic he wha, ſhad hie Rlnnd 


dSaaw 488810844 avg 422595 a „ae cold eee 


for them, was both their Judge and Advo- 

Cate. | 
And why then ſhould I fear: either my 
my Accufer, the Devil; or my Accuſation, 
my Sins? For my Counſellor ſhall be my 
Chancellor, my Advocate ſhall be my 
Judge, Jeſus Chriſt, who dyed for my 
Sins, who is at the right hand of God to 
make Interceſſion ſor my Sins, who is the 
propitiatian for my Sins, ſhall be my 
Judge, and paſs Sentence upon me for 
thoſe very Sins for which he dyec. 
And yet, O God, give me Grace, 
whatſoever I am doing, to gt” 
that 
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that ſaying, Ariſe, ye Dead, and come to 
Judgment; give me Grace, whatſoever 1 
am doing, whereſoeyer I am going, to 
keep on the Breaft-plate of Righteouſneſs, 
that whenſoever thou calleſt me to Judg- 
ment, I may be ready, chrough Jeſus 
Chriſt. AMEN. 
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HIS is one of the Sentences which 
is given at the laſt Judgment; or 
rather one of the places, whither the Sen- 
tence of that Judgment ſends and deter- 
mines ſome Men and Women 

If the guilt of my Sins be upon me, then 
at the Day of Judgment, I muſt depart, 
curſed as Lam, into Everlaſting Fire, a 
Mate for rhe Devil and bis Black Kugel 
in Hell. ö 

Thie Pains of which Slack to avoid, ft is 
good to forefee them, a gobd means to 
eſcape 


J 
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eſcape both Place and Pains (as I take it) 
is to ſet my Meditation upon them, and to 
repreſent them to my uſe, that my Heart 
may fear to do-.any thing, which may 
ſend me thither into Hell. | 

Some there be in the World, that ac- 
count the Invention of this place, and the 
Torments there, a mere Religious Fiction, 
and a Pious Fraud to fright a tender heart 
from Sin. r a 9 

Atheiſts and Epicures ſay ſo ; their 
Creed is, Death ends all; and their Com- 
mands are, Eat, Drink, and play; Dice, 
Drink and Drab. Poſt mortem nibil, Ede, 
er ban r 
| They fay ſo, ſo I hear, but in truth J 
thin t 
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Devils and Hell, with their Words, but 
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and many Books without me, the Fews Tal- 
mud, the Turks Alchoran, the Chriſtians 
Bible, God's Church, the whole World, 
all ſay there is a Hell; the Philoſopher, 
as Blind as he was, for want of the uſe of 
Grace, by the Eye of Nature found out 
another Life after this: Becauſe it were 
high Injuſtice, if good Men ſhould never 
reap a Harveſt of Pleaſure, and bad Men 
an Autumn of Woe ; ſince in this Life 
moſt commonly the Good are: puniſhed, 
and the Bad protected; and confeſs d a Hell. 
The Coſmographer found a Hell of Smoke, 
Fire, and Sulphur; and confeſéd a Hell. 
The Geographer found out an Ifland 
where were continually howling and 


fearſul wailings; and confeſs d a Hell. The 


o 


Hydrographer found out a Whirlpool, 
that with violence drew all Ships into it, 
that Sailed near it; and confeſs d a Hell. 
The Divines ſay, the Wicked ſhall be turn- 
ed into Hell, and all the People that för- 
get God. Pſal. 9. 17. 

Divinity it ſelf ſays, they that have done 
Evil ſhall go into Everlaſting Fire. Abrabam 
in Heaven ſaw Dives in Hell, Marth. 25. 41. 

But if there be a Hell what then? Why, 
then ſhall I do well to look into it, and (ee 


what is init, that I may not come into it. 


What .ſeeſt thou in ic? What but a 
Gaol and a Dungeon, the Gaolor one 
Devil 
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Devil and the Keepers many Devils, and 
Priſoners Damned Sinners: What ſeeſt 
thou then upon them? What but Serpents 
ſtinging, Worms biting, Fire burning, 
Shame confounding, Darkneſs ſhadowing, 
Teeth gnaſhing, Eyes wailing, Hand: 


. wringing, Tongues howling, Tortures 


tormenting, and that for ever. Mark 9g, 
„44. Apoc. 14. 16. 8 
1711 art hot in Love with a Gaol ? 
Art not thou afraid of a Dungeon? De- 
lighteſt thou in a Devil ? Dreadeſt not 
thou many Devils? Are Worms a Pleaſure 
to thee? Are not Serpents a Pain to thee ? 
Doth Darkneſs pleaſe thee ? Doth notEver- 
laſting Darkneſs fright thee ? Is Shame thy 
Paſtime ? Is not Confuſion thy Aſtoniſh- 
ment? Are Tortures thy Eaſe ? What think- 
eſt thou then of Everlaſting Torments. 
Think I ſeriouſly of this! Think of it 
ſeriouſly my Soul and Body too ! | 
Cannot I endure the extremity of pain 


for an hour? How ſhall I then endure 


the extremity of all Pains for ever? 
Can J endure the burning of my Fing- 
er for an hour ? how ſhall I then endure 
the Burning of my Soul and Body for ever? 
If I will have my Sight darkned, or 
mine Eyes pulled out, it I will have mine 
Ears tormented with horrible Cries ; if I 
will have my Smell ſuffocated withNoiſom ' 
Poiſon, 
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Poiſons; ; if I will have my Taſte anguiſhed 
with Bitterneſs worſe than of Galls ; if I 
will have. my Feeling ſcorch't, and my 
Sinews contracted with Flames of Fire 
and Brimſtone ; I ſhall do very well to go 
on in Sin, and burn in Luſt while I live. 
If I, have a mind to Feaſt with Dives, 
till my Tongue be tormented for want 
of one drop of Water, it will be my beſt 
ourſe to deny , Lazarw one Crumb, of 
——_—_—_ e 
If T have a mind to viſit Corab, Dathan, 
and Abiram, till the Earth-ſwallow me up, 
and I go down quick into the pit; it will 
become me to rebel againſt that Authority, 
under which I live. Numb. 16, 
If I have a mind to keep Company with 


Geog and Magog, till a Fire from Heaven 


ſends me into the Fire of Hell, to be tor- 
mented; with the. Beaſt and the falſe. Pro- 
phet Day and Night for ever and ever; 
it will not be amiſs for me to take Preys 
and Spoils from deſolate People. Apoc. 

20. 9. Ezek, 31. 12. | 
If I have a mind co conſult with Judas, 
and fit in Counſel with him, till I hang 
my ſelf, and burſt aſunder, and go down 
to his own place; it will be my profit to 
ſell my God and his Chriſt for Money. 
But if I fear Fire, Flames, Sulphur ; 
if I woud not feel Tortures, Torments, 
| Sn | ee eee 
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or Tormentors ; it I deſire not to weep, 
to wail, and to gnaſh my Teeth ; if I 
wou'd not dwell with Death, with Devils, 
| and Damnation ; if I wou'd not ſpend 
an Everlaſting Night with ever-dying, 
and yet never-dying Souls, in Pains un- 
, imaginable, unſpeakable, and intolerable; 
© it will be my beſt courſe ſpeedily and 
. without any delay, to take out mine Eye, 
and cut off mine Hand that offends, rather 
than to be caſt with both into Hell. 
6 Better certainly, better it is for me, to 
„ take a little Pains in doing well for a 
|| I ſhort time, than to endure the extremity 
„ Jof all pain, for doing ill on Earth, to all 
I Eternity in Hell. | 
h O God, who haſt Heavenfor thy Throne, 
n Earth for thy Footſtool, and Hell for thy 
- Priſon, keep me from Sin upon Earth, 
- chat I may not ſuffer in the Fire of Hell. 
* Let Hell be often in my Thoughts, 
ys chat my Soul may never be in Hell ! 
oc. And give me, O thou God of Grace, 
whilſt I am upon Earth, thy Graces from 
, WHeaven; that, when thoutakeſt me from 
ng Earth, I may be Receivd into Heaven, 
vn or his ſake, who hath Conquer d Hell, 


to and purchaſed Heaven, for me, Jeſus 
Chrift, thy Son, my Saviour. AMEN 

ir; 

its, 0 D HEAVEN. 
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Ii Heaven. 


IS, with the Three precedent, are 
1 my Four Laſt Things ; Death, Judg- 
ment, Hell, Heaven: On which four 
af my Thoughts be continually ſettled, 1 
ſhall never, or very ſeldom, do amiſs 
The Thought Death; which will afford 
me no more Wealth than a Sheet ; no 
more Land than a Grave, no more 
Houſe- room than a Coffin, no better 
Companions than Worms, will keep me 
from coveting much, or Iam very much 
_ fooliſh. 
| The Thought of Judgment, which will 
abſolve me, or condemn me, which 
will give me ſentence of Weal or Woe, 
which will pronounce me Bleſſed or. Ac- 
curſed, which will ſend me to Heaven or 
to Hell, to ſerve God with his Angels, or 
the Dexil with his Servants, which will 


give 
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give me my portion in light with Con- 
jummating and Perfecting Fire, or in 
Darkneſs with Confuming and Deſtroying 
Fire, will keep me from the Burning Luſts 
of the Fleſh, or I am very preſumptuous. 

The Thought of Hell, which will afford 
me no Favour, but that of Frowns ; no 
Content, but that of Confuſion ; no Face, 
but that of Shame; no Friend, but thoſe 
of Fiends ; no Kindred, but thoſe of Ser- 
pents ; no Companions, but thoſe of 
Ghoſts; no Commanders, but thoſe of 

e | Devils; no Fare, but that of Hunger; tio 

Drink, but that of Sulphur ; no Eaſe, but 

ir that of Torments; no Hope, but that of 

„„ >... 
s. Theſe Torments of Hunger, and Sul- 
rd N phur, and Frowns, and Fire, and Shame, 
no and Confuſion, with Serpents, and Ghoſts 
re and Fiends, and Devils, will keep me 
ter from the Pride of Life, and all other Sins, 
me which are the certain Steps thither, or I am 
ich Nrery Deſperate. _ | | . 
But the Thought of Heaven, which 

vill will afford me no Pooter Inheritance, 

than a City, than a Kingdom, than a 

Crown, than a Crown of Glory, and that 

ternal. 

But the Thought of Heaven, which 

ill afford me no leſs Honour, than of a 

randee, of a King, of a Saint, of the 

D 2 Spouſe 


52 Pious Meditations, 


Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, and that for Ever. 
laſting: Math. 5. 19. Apoc. 1. 6. 1 Cor. Ie 
I. 2, Cant. 4. 9. & c. Apoc. 19. 9. t 
But the Thought of Heaven, which will e 
afford me no meaner Wealth, than what i; x 
 Invaluable, Pearls and all ſorts of Precious r. 
Stones, and theſe to all Eternity. Apoc. 21. 21. y 
But the Thoughts of Heaven, which BD 
will afford me no leſs pleaſing Beauty, 
than the Brightneſs of the Stars, of the th 
Firmament, of the Sun, and that for ever, ey 
But the Thoughts of Heaven, which will 
afford me no worſe Company, than Saints fre 
and Angels, and that for ever. Luk A 
20. 36. | | 
Bur the Thought of Heaven, which 
will afford me no leſs Bleſſed Sight, thanfiNjc 
the Beatifick Viſion of the Holy and Glo. fer 
rious Trinity, viz. Father, Son, and Hoſea 
ly Ghoſt, and that for ever. bot! 
But the Thought of Heaven, which wil Pho 
afford me no leſs delightful Muſick, than 
the Songs of Saints tuned to the Harps o 
Angels, and both Saints and Angels Me. 
lodiouſly Singing, Bleſſing, Honour, 
Glory, and Power be unto him that ſit 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb to 
ever and ever. Apoc. 5.13. 
And the very thought of Glory, Hon 
our, Wealth, Beauty, Good Company 


Beatifical Viſion of the Trinity, and thi 
Muſic 
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- Þ Muſick of Saints and Angels, and all this 
„to all Eternity; will ſpur me to Piety, 
the only way to Heaven, the only place 
| Þ where they are to be had: Elſe I am very 
i; Fooliſh, very Preſumptuous, very Deſpe- 
us rate, and as bad as the Devil can make me; 
I. who only, with his Children of Wrath and 
h Þ Darkneſs, have no hope to come to Heaven: 
„ Were there no more but Glory, and 
he that barely the Glory of a City, why 
et. Neven this were enough to engage me. 
ily For what pains do many Men take to be 
nts free of a City, upon Earth, Seven Years 
uk, Apprenticeſhip at leaſt, and a great deal 
of hard Service in thoſe Seven Years, La- 
bour in the Day, and Watching in the 
Night, Obſervance to their Maſter, Ob- 
Wervance to their . Miſtreſs, and a great 
deal of Baſe Service ſometimes to them 
ot, cleanſing their Shops, cleaning their 
Shoes, &c. 

And ſhall I take no pains to be made 
ree of the City, of that great City, (fo 
Walled emphatically) of Heaven? For 
ame elſe ! Apec. 12, 20. 

Eſpecially, confidering the Services re- 
 fofuir'd at my Hands, are ſuch, as the beſt 
nd greateſt Men are not aſhamed of, yea, 
nd take delight in, viz. Praying to God, 
earing his Word, Receiving the Sacra- 
ents, Giving to the Poor, Viſiting the 
D 3 Sick, 
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Confluence of all Sublunary Pleaſures; 
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Siek, Believing Promiſes, Applying Com- 
forts, and Living Well; all Glorious and 
Deiighttul Services. 8 


But then add to this, it is not only a 


City, that great City I am made free of, 


but it is allo a Kingdom, the Kingdom of 
Heaven, the Kingdom of God, as far il \ 
Tranſcending, the . Excellencies of all . 

t 


Earthly Kingdoms, as Heaven Excel, 


Earth, as God Excels Man... Matth. 25. 34. 

Vet were it but a Kingdom, and no 
more; why, that is the top of all Earthly 
Happineſs, the Aim of brave Spirits, the 


that is it, for which have been undertaken 
ſo much Labour, ſo much Practice, ſo 
much Peril, ſo much Blood ſhed, even 
to obtain a Kingdom of the Earth: And 
ſhall I take no pains for the Kingdom cf m 
Heaven, for the Kingdom of God? P) 
Eſpecially, if I add to this, it is a Glo- 25 
ry, a Crown of Glory, an Eternal Crown P 
of Glory, not capable of any Aboliſhing, ſ <0 
of any the leaſt Diminiſhing ; but after he 
innumerable Milions of Years, it will be ca 
as full. as freſh as at our firſt entry, to all. 
Eternity. 5 in 
Ad to ſet me more a longing, there ter 
is Honour, Honour in the preſence of theſ Ott 
King of Kings, Sitting at his Council-board, 
Eating at the Table of plenty, Drinking 


0 


— 
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of his Fountain of Pleaſure, reſting in the 


Boſom of his Son, becauſe betrothed to 


him in an everlaſting; bond of Marriage; 
and; with him at the laſt day, Judging the 
Twelve Tribes of Iſrael, and the four cor- 
ners of the World; and aſter that entring 
with him into everlaſting Life; Receiving 
Honour from ali other Creatures,and giving 
Honour with all other Saints to the Crea- 
tor, which is the Honour of Honours and 
the rather bccauſe his Honour is, as his 
Glory, to all Eternity. 

More yet; as there is Glory and Ho- 
nour to ſatisfy the Deſires of my whole Am- 
bition, ſo there is Wealth, and that inva- 
luable, to content the pious Deſire of my 
holy Covetduſneſs; ſuch Wealth, to which 
Gold here is but as Dirt, becauſe Thieves 
may plunder it; Pearls but as Stones, becauſe 
Py rates may make them prizes ; Lands but 
as Bogs, becauſe Waters may drown them ;. 
Palaces but as Cottages, becauſe Fire may 
conſume them; Leaſes, Coppy-holds, Free- 
holds, ate but Momentary Poſſeſſions, be- 
cauſe time will waſte them ſpeedily. 

But the Wealth I ſhall. be poſſeſs d of - 
in Heaven, ſcorus Thives, Pyrates, Wa- 
ter, Fice, Time, Ruſt and Moths, and all 
other Caſualties and Misfortunes, becauſe 
it comes not by way of a Tenement at 
will, but by the way of Inheritance ſettled 

| D 4 upon 
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upon me by Adoption, purchaſed for me 
and ſealed to me by the deareſt price was 
ever paid, the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Tea, it is a Rich and Glorious Inhe- 
ritance, fit for the Majeſty of God to be- 
ftow, and for the Blood, and theprecious 
Blood of his Son to purchaſe ; Yea, it is 
an Inheritance Incorruptible, Undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away : Not capable 
of any Date, of any Term, but as perma- 
nent after Myriads of Millions of Ages, as 
as at the firſt poſſeſſion, to all Eternity. 
Epb. 1. 18. 28 

More yet, as there is Glory and Ho- 
nour for my holy Ambition, as there is 
Wealth and Riches for my holy Avarice, 
So there is Beauty for my holy Concu- 
PHEEAce, e . 

Beauty for my Body, i e. privative Beau- 
ty, in a freedom from all Defects and Im- 
perfections, from all Diſeaſes and Diſtem- 
pers, from all Infirmities and all Defor- 
mities. LE EP 

No want of Meat, Drink or Marriage, 
for we ſhall be like to-the Angels of God. 
I ſhall Hunger no more, I ſhall Thirſt no 
more. Matth. 22. 30. Apoc. 7. 16. 

No want of Sleep in Heaven; for there 
ſhall be no Wearineſs of the Body, or Ti- 
ring of the Spirits, which is the only cauſe 
_. of Sleep. - FY 


No 


and Ejaculations, 57 
No need of Phyſick there ; for I ſhall 
enjoy Perpetual and r Health. 
No Diſtemper can Dy tal my Body 
in Heaven, either by inward Contrariety 
of Elementary Qualities, or outward Con- 
tagious or Infectious Airs. | 
| And beſide this privative Beauty and 
, | Exemption frem all Milery, my Body 
hall alſo be poſitivly beautified, and crown- 
ed with high Endowments, and admira- 
s$ | ble Excellencies ſuch as are Immortality, 
« | Incorruptibility, Power, Spirituality, and: 
Glory. 1 Cor. 15. 44. 
- Wich the Beauty of Immortality, and 
nin the longeſt time of Eternity, not only 
„ as Adam was, in the ſtate of Innocency, 
wich a power not to dye, upon condition; 
but as Angels: are in excettency, by con- 
- 8 firmation, without poſſibility to periſh. 
. With the Beauty of Incorruptibility : 
- becauſe as there ſhall be no Contratiety of 
'- I the Elementary Qualities of my Body; ſo- 
there ſhall be no Corruption in the Heaven- 
„ ly Affections of my Soul, whereby only 
d. my: Body can be expoſed to Violence, or 
o Subject to Putrefaction. 

With the Beauty of Power, with po- 
re wer over Sin; With power over Satan; 
1 Satan not daring to tempt, Sin not daring 
ſe Ito taflen; vor any other Enemy daring to 
aſſault ; and though _ would 2 
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they ſhould not prevail; becauſe I being 
as the Angels, ſhall be able to overchrow 
ten thouſand of chem with the Beauty of 
Spirituality ; not that my Body ſhallbe turn- 
ed into a real Spirit, but ſhallbe freed from 
the Qualities of Corruption; and endued 
with incredible Agility. 2 Ks. 19.35. 
The Beauty of Glory, a Comely Pro- 
portion, a Congruous. Symmetry, a 
Mutual Correſpondency of all parts, 
with an Amiable Colour, with a pleaſing 
mixture of White and Red, with a lively 
and lightſome Aſpect, with an exquiſite 
Feature and Stature, with a Bright ſhining 
Splendour; and all theſe Actuated to the 

Life by a perpetual Freſhneſs and Ori- 
<ENCY. 15CH TEC 25 
| The Gliſtering Beauty of the Sun ſk all 
be. nothing e St. Chryſoſtome;) our 
our Bodies ſhall be brighter than the Glo- 
ry of the Sun (ſays St. Anſelme;) my Body th 
ſhall then as far excel the Sun, as the Sun E 
doth now my Body (ſays St. Auguſtine; ) ſo le 
ſays Daniel; ſo ſays Chriſt ; ſo lays. St. Paul; ¶ ea 
it is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in 
Glory. Dan. 12. 3. Math.-13. 43. 1 
Cor. IF. 43. | | | 
* if my Body ſhall be ſo Beautified, 
with what Beauty ſhall my Soul be bleſs'd! 
with the Beauty of Knowledge in my Un- wi 


derſtanding ; with the Knowledge of all © 
R es cCauſes, i 
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Cauſes, of all Natures, of all Beginnings, 
of all Endings, of all Creatures, and Crea- 
ted Beings. Pd 
With the Knowledge of the holy Tri- 
nity, of the Unity of Chriſts Humanity to; 
the Divine Nature; of the Union of the 
Faithful to Chriſt; of the Cauſes of God's 
Eternal Counſel in Election and Repro- 
bation; of the Angels Fall; of the World's 
2 1s 1.4 alt 
Would {t thou then have thy Eyes filled 
with the Beauty, which no Eye hath ſeen; 
and canſt thou do leſs than Fob did, 
and make a Covenant with thine Eyes, 
that thou mayeſt not luſt after forbidden. 
Fleſh ? Canſt thou pray too often, with 
David, Open mine Eyes, O Lord, that T 
may behold; the Wondrous things of thy 
Law? Jeb 31. 1. Pſal. 119. 18. 
Would 'ſt thou then have thine Ear hear 
that exquiſite Raviſhing Muſick, which 
Ear hath not heard; and canſt thou do 
leſs, then pray with 1/aiab , Open mine 
ear to hear, as the Learned, waken my 
Ear, that I- be not Rebellious, nor turn 
back? If. 50. 4, 5. 1150 ice 
Woulcd''ſt thou then have thy Heart fill'd- 
with thoſe Joys, which Heart cannot 
conceive; and canſt thou pray too often 
with David, Create in mea clean Heart, 
O God; and Renew ea Right Spirit with- 
in me ? Pſal. 51. 10. Would ﬆ: 


: 1 
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Would'ſt thou enjoy the Society of 
Saints and Angels, and with them Sing 
the Praiſes of God ; and canſt thou do 
lets than David did, and fay, Away from 
me ye wicked, I will keep the Command- 
ments of God? . 12 

In a Word, wilt thou enjoy what Hea- 
ven affords; Eternal Reſt without La- 
bour, Eternal Health without Sickneſs, 
Eternal Wealth without Want, Eternal Joy 
without Sorrow, Eternal Safety without 
Fear, Eternal Tranquillity without Per- 
turbation, Eternal Eternity without end ? 
Why, then'do as the God of Heaven Com- 
mands thee, | 

And what doth he Command 'thee 2? 
But to repent of thoſe Sins, which thou 
haſt committed, and commit them no 
more; but to obey God's Commandments, 
which thou haſt omitted, and omit them 
no more; but to believe thoſe Promiſes, 
thou haſt diſtruſted, and diſtruſt them no 
more ; but to bear that Croſs with pati- 
ence, which he lays upon thee, and thou 
haſt impatiently ſhaken off, and be no 
more impatient. 3 4 We 
O © thou great God of Heaven! Give 
me Grace to be ſorry for what I have done 
-amiſs, and never to do that again, which 
may make me ſorry; make me endeavour 
to obey all thy Commandments, and ne- 
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ver to lay aſide that Endeavour; give me 
Faith to truſt in thee for my Salvation, 
through the Merits of thy Son, according 
to thy Word, and never deny that Faith; 
poſſeſs me ſo with thy Holy Spirit while 
T live, that my Converſation may be 
in Heaven, while my Habitation is upon 
the Earth ; that, when I dye, and ſhall 
have no more Converſation ' upon the 
Earth; my Habitation may be in Heaven, 
to Sing Eternal Anthems with thy Saints 
and Angels, to thy Praiſe and Honour, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son and my Sa- 
viour. AME N 


Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. 
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ieh 41. ver. 14. 


7 not, * Worm Javwb, ES 1 
will help thee. 


ACOB a 1 ſo ſays God; or Ja- 
cob a Supplanter, ſo tis expolinded ; 
if credit may be given to Eſau, and nei- 
ther but ſtrange. 
A Worm cannot do an Injury, a Worm 
cannot ſhun an Injury, a Worm is always 
Subject to Injuries; and why ſhoul? 


Worm Fear? a Supplanter, one that doth 
Injury to Friends, to Enemies, to all 
Men, and ſo till bears a Sting in his own 
| Boſom ; and why ſhould not he be afraid? 
Afraid of en and Juſtice from 
Man; Afraid of Judgment and Puniſhment 
from God. 


Why 


nota 
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Why ? Thereaſon is plain, h 


ö o 
} 


I will help 
thee. (ſays God) and if God help me, 
though I be a Worm, yet no Man can 
hurt me; but if L be a Supplanger, Trea- 
cherous to my Friends, Injurious to mine 
Enemies, Hurtful to all, will God help 
me then? 210.1 
Truly I believe not; ſo long as I re- 
main ſo, he will not; I may Fear he will 
not, until I repent, and become a Reſt6= 
ret to them, of Whom I have been a Sup- 
planter. D e 1 ES 
Vet, if I be but ſuch a Supplanter as Fa- 
cob was to God's Enemies by God's Directi- 
on, I may then very well believe God will 
help me, and I need not Fear. 
A Worm indeed I am, and therefore 
may Fear every! Man, having no. Man to 
take my parti in wing F415 AW 
A — — I am thought to be, and 
every Man is againſt me, and therefore I 
had need to Fear. = 50 
But I Fear God more than I Fear Man; 
at leaſt Ideſire theo, O God, to give me 
the Pear of thee, Which is the beginning 
of Wiſdomz that thou mayeſt help me in 
the needful time of Trouble, Which I 
beg of thee for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 
| it: mee r. 
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1 dye daily. 
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Sos had need, for I Sin daily ; and 
no way to be daily forgiven my Sins, 
but by dying daily to my Sins. 
Not by killing my Body, but by Morti- 
fying my Fleſh ; not by ſending my Soul 
out of my Body, but by bringing my Bo- 
dy into Subjection to my Soul; not by 
leaving this World, but by living in this 
World, as if 1 were not of this World. 
But what Symptoms have Il of dying daily? 
my ? If I have no more, I have. theſe 


. RR | 
: deere non Mordet, A Dead Man biteth 
not another. 28 
: Mortans non ſentit, A Dead Man feeleth 
it not, though another Man biteth him. 
So I from hence will not bite, nor 
backbite, will not detrat, nor ſlander 
any Man. 2 
' *Howſoever other Men bite me, de- 
tract me, flander me, and backbite me, 
yet I will not feel it, I will not Revenge; 
hen I was alive in the Element * 
ä What 
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what Man did I not bite and backbite? 
what Man that bit and backbited me, did 

But now that I am out of chat Element, 
now I am in a way of daily Mortification, 


how Patient am I under other Mens Ca- 


lumniations? how willing am I to ſuffer 
the Speeches of others, whether for the 
Truth of their Report, or for the Sweet- 
neſs of their Sander 

This is. my Reſolution ; and, O'God, 
give me Grace to perform it to the'very 
Moment of my Diſſolution, for his ſake, 
who endured the Contradiction of Sinners, 
both in his Life and at his Death, my Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. ME N. 


" "IR 


= 


Pſal. 50. ver. 15. 


Call upon me in the time of Trouble, 


And I will deliver thee. 
WHAT gracious Promiſes hath God 
made me in all extremities ; and 

what eaſy Conditions doth God require at 
my hands to convey thoſe Promiſes to me 
When I am undec the Guilt of Sin, and 
Wrack of Conſcience, he requires but 
Faith to Juſtify me. Jobn 3. 16. God 
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God ſo loved the World, that he gave 


- 


his, only. deten Lon; to the end, that 
whoſoever believe in him, ſhould not pe- 


riſh,;, but have everlaſting-Life.,, Rom. 4. 


323% 0), viign 16 HOW Ze 7 

*. Righteouſneſs ſhall be imputed to me as 
well as to Abraham, If I believe in him, 
who raiſed Jeſys our Lord from the Dead, 
Who was delivered for our Offences, and 
and roſe again for our Juſtification, 
+TFhixs a true and Faithful faying, and 
Wworthy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the World to (ave Sin- 
ners, of whom I am Chief. 1 Tim. 1. 15. 

Ik we ſin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father Jeſus Chriſt che Righteous and 
he is the propitiation for our Sins. 1 

52. 1. 1 we P —— — 

I will put my Law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their Hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they ſhall be my People; 
I will forgive their Iniquities and I will 
Remember their Sins no more. Fer. 31. 


33 34. SIO% enn an 
When I am under the Commanding 


power of Sin, and ready to commit it, he 
requires my Aſſiſtance, my Obedience, and 
my Repentance to Sanctifſie me. 

OCeaſe to do evil, learn to do well, and 
though your Sins be as Red as Scarlet, 
they ſhall be as White as Wool, ny 
20 Ni Ude xz ite 
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they be as deep as Crimſon, they ſhall be 


as white as Snow. 1/aiah 1. 17,18. 


1t thou return to the Lord th. God, he 
will circumciſe thy Heart, and the Heart 


of thy Seed, to love the Lord, thy God, 


with all thy Heart, and with all thy 


Soul. Deut. 30. 2, "OF 

I will put a new Spirit within you, I 
will take away the ſtony Heart out of thy 
Fleſh, and Iwill give thee an Heart of 
Fleſh. Ezek. 11.19, 

I will give them an Heat to know, 
me, that I am the Lord, and they ſhall be 
my People, and I will be their God, and 


they 925 return a me with their Wholg 


Heart. Fer. 24. 2 6181 
I will f e lea Water upon you, 
and you ſhalt be clean ſrom all; your Fil- 


thineſs, and from all you Idols Will I 


clean you; a new Heart alſo will J give 
you, and a new Spirit will I put within 


you. When I am under the preſſure of 


Calamity, he requires but my Prayers 
to. Delivep me. Ezek;:36.-25,'/26. 
Call upon me in the Time o Trouble, 
and I wilt Deliver thee, P/al. 50. 17. 
Now, O God, give me Grace to lay 
hold on thy From, and to pray in Faith 
and Repentance, forJuſtification and For- 
ee O God, from the Guile of all 
Sins,! 9 thy Promiſe, for. Lin 
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68 Pious Meditations 
4 Chriſt his ſake. 4 ME N. For Delive- 
| . rances from all Calamities, O God, if it be 
for thy Glory and my Eternal Good, ac- 
cording to thy Promiſe for Jeſus Chriſt his 


lake. AMEN, 


Pal. 50. ver. 15. 
And thou ſhalt Glorify me. 


Ts am Juſtify'd and forgiven, if I am 
Sanctityed and Cleanſed, when I am 
Deliver'd and ſet at Liberty, the Iſſue of 
it muſt be, my Glorifying God. 

But can I Glorify God? Or doth God 
want any Glory? Or can I add to that 
Glory he hath ? | 

No, neither ; he was full of Glory to all 
Eternity, as he was and will be full of 
Power, Mercy, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
Truth, and every thing that is Godlike. 

He cannot be increaſed by my Additions 
nor can he be decreas'd by my Tranſgrei- 
fions ; but he is pleaſed ſo to account it, 
ſo to accept it. 1 Sam. 2. 30. 

- Thoſe that Honour him, he will Hon- 
our: It is his Grace, if I believe under 
che guilt of Sin; it is his Grace, if I re- 
a pent 


pent under the Power of Sin ; it is his 
Grace, if I Pray in Trouble; it is his 


Grace, if I Praiſe him when I am Delive- 


red; and it his Grace to account it, and ac- 
cept it, as a Glory done to him. 1 Sam. 2. 20. 
O Gracious God, I humbly beſeech 
thee therefore, as thou haſt given me 
Faith to my Juſtification, ſo Accept of 
my Deſires to Glorify thee ; as thou haſt 

19 5 me Repentance to my Sanctification 
o give me Acceſs to Glorify thee; and 
when thou haſt given Audience to my Pray- 
ers, and Deliver d me out of Trouble, give 
Acceptance alſo to my Glorifying of thee: 
Thy Praiſe for my Juſtification, for my 
SanRfication;for my Deliverance ſhall ever 
be ſealed in my Heart by a Thankful Re- 
cognition, and utterd with my Tongue 
by a Thankful Commemoration, and ex- 
prong in my Life, ſo long as I do Live, 
y a Thankful Retribution ina holy Con- 
verſation. Until thou ſhalt pleaſe to tran- 
ſlate me hence, I ſhall never forget to 
Charge my Soul as King David charged 
his (Pſalm, 105 Praiſe the Lord, Q my 
Soul, and all that is within me praiſe his 
holy Name; Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits; which for- 
giveth all thy Sins, and healeth all thy In- 
firmities ; Which ſaveth thy Life from De- 
ſtruction, and crowneth thee with __ 
25 : cha 
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7⁰ Pious Meditations | 
and Loving Kindneſs, though Jeſus Chriſt, 
AMEN. 


41. 


J FN ver. 14. 


Behold thou art e abate. Sik Ut 
las mare, kf 4 le Hg. come un- 
l ther. Us | ' 15 


TE S, I 15 55 00 to behold 3 it with 
| iration, and with Gratulation ; 
1 — uy at God's Mercy, thac he won d 
make ſuch a Wicked one, as my ſelf, 
whole, and I bleſs God's Mercy, that he 
hath made me (ſo wicked asI was) whole. 

Icould not make my ſelf whole, be- 
cauſe I did not make my ſelf; God made 
me, .and therefore by God I am made 
whole. 

But how ſhall I know Lam made whole; 
why, by undoing that which I did do, to 
make my ſelf Sick. 

I committed Sin, and thereby contract- 
ed Unſoundneſs : Now , if I undo my Sins 
by Repentance, and have a Reſolution to 
Sin no more, and reſiſt it with all mine 
Endeavouts, I have ſome fair Aſſurance, 
_ 
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that I am made whole; but if I Sin again, 


I may fear, that I am not made whole of 


my former Diſeaſe, and that a far worſe 
evil thing will fall upon me.  - _ 

O God, let Repentance for what is 
paſt never forſake me, let Reſiſtance againſt 
Sin to come never be from me, let Faith 
in thee be ever in me, that I may take up 
my Bed of Grace, and walk in a Holy way 
till Icome to thy Houſe of Glory, through 


* ® 69 
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191 fin 3 iter err a EET OS 
Then was Jeſus led afide of the Spi- 


rit into the Wilderneſs to be tempted 


-- 


. of the De vil. 


1. THE N; When he came out of For- 


1 4an, and was Baptized. All the 


while he lived privately, he lived peace- 
ably, but ſeparated to the Work of Redem- 
ption, he is Violently Aſſaulted. 

The Devil's greateſt Envy is againſt 
Men in great places, ſays St. Gregory; and 
the better Men are, the more Circumſpect 
they ſhould be, ſays St. Chry/oſtome. i 
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72 Pioas Meditations 


Poyrate ſets upon the Rich Merchant, not up- IN 4 
on his Fellow Py rate; nor doth the Devil {et 
moleſt great Sinners, but God's People. b 
1 Beg. Tom. 5.' ad pop. Antioch, 
22. Feſw ; Free from Original Corrup- Te 
tion, and actual Tranſgreſſion, without | 
any Corruption for Tentation to work up- Nan 
on; is yet tempted, but by preventing Ine 
external Objects only to his outward; Sen. a 
ſes, not by conveying internal Deceit to ren 
his in ward Faculties... 
And therefore I may not look for Im- 
22 from Tentations, but yet I may 
hope for Comfort in Tentations; becauſe 
Jeſus was tempted, that he might be 
touched with my Infirmities, and have 
Compaſſion upon me, when I am tempt- 
ed. Heb. r een 
3. Led: Not by any local Tranſporta- 
tion, as Elias; not by any violent Agitati- 
on, as Philip: but he was let. he 
Nor may I run into, or expoſe my ſelf 
to Tentations ; but being brought into 
them, or overtaken with them, I mult 
manfully reſiſt. anden M, 4 
4. O the Spirit: not Angelical, or his 
own humane Spirit, but by che holy Spi- Nerfo 


rit of God. pt 4 | 3 OT ; 

5. Into the Wilderneſs ; That every when e le 
I might be Arm'd'with Grace, 'becauſe In t 
am no where free from Aſſaults; the firſt eve. 


. 2 >» 
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Adam was not free in Paradiſe, nor the 
ſecond in the Wilderneſs. 

6. To be Tempted: not of God, not of 
Man, but of the Devil , againſt whoſe 
Tentations, 

OGod, give me an Eye of Watchfulneſs, 
an Arm of Strength, and a Foot of Quic K- 
neſs, to ſee them, to reſiſt them, and to 
avoid them; or if thou ſuffereſt me to be 
tempted above my Strength, give me a wil- 
ling Submiſſion to all Tryals, and a hap- 
py Iſſue out of all Tentations, for his ſake 


ö ho was led of the Spirit into the Wilder- 

ess to be Tempted of the Devil, Jeſus 

Thriſt. AMEN, 

e 

* F Tr 

a Matth. 6. ver. 16s agk 

i- 2 . d 5 . 
hen thou Faſteſt, be not as the H- 

li pocrites. 

to 


WO Aſting is a Duty God commands, and 
will expects ſometime or other I muſt 
pi- erform it. 

but when I do faſt, I muſt beware of 
er e leaven of Hypocriſy, for that is a lea- 
ſe En that ſoures all Religious actions what- 
art ever. For a Hy pocrite in Engliſh ſigni- 
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74 Pious Meditations, 
fies a Fictor, a Feigner of himſelf to be 
what he is not; and therefore it follows, 
they Disfigure their Faces, that they may 
appear unto Men to Faſt. 
But faſt I muſt, to puniſh my ſelf for 
my former Sins, and to keep my felf from 
tuture Sins; and this I muſt do Chearfully 
and Secretly ; ſo fays the Letter of this 
Text; Charicably and Penitently, fo ſay, 
the Allegory of the Letter. 
Nov, O God give me Grace to Faſt, as! 
am able, from Meat ſometimes, but, as II 
muſt, from Sin always; and that my Faſting l 
from Meat may not prove the figure of Fa- * 
mine, but be in truth an act of Religion, h 
may Charity go along with it, that what! 7 
deny my Belly for my Mortification, 1 
may give to the Poor for their Contentati- 
on. And may Penitence for Sin paſt kee 
Company with my Abſtinence from Sin 
future, and may God, that ſees this in Se- 

cret, reward it openly, not for the Worth 
ſake of this Work, but for his own Pro- 
miſe ſake, through Jeſus Chriſt, 4 MEN, 


Gen 
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g 0 
ö Gen. 22. ver. 14. 
1) 
n Jebovah Jireh. 
y 


be 


What Comfort is that to me ? who in- 
ſtead of Alacrity, and Readineſs to ſuffer 
for him, am averſe to ſuffer for him, or by 


m. 

True, if I look upon my ſelf only, and 
my Demerits, I can fuck no comfort hence. 
But if I look upon the Antitype of this 

- E 2 Type, 


76 Pious Meditations, 
Type, and in Abraham's Obedience I ap- 
prehend God's Providence, and in Iſaac's 
Patience Chriſt's Grace, and his Merits ; 
I may deſcry and hope for ſome Comfort. 
It notforthe Proviſion of a Ram to ſpare 
me, yet the Immolation of a Lamb to ſave 
me; it not a Ranſom for my Body, yet 
a Redemption for niy Soul upon, my 
Repentance. 0 B64 VOL ULE 1.8% 1 
But II repent not of my Tranſgreſſions as 
Iſhould, my Compunction is but from the 
Lips, my Tears are but from my Eyes. 
But, O God, thou canſt break my Heart 
into Compunction and Tears both, and 
make them acceptable, as thy Son's Death 
is Satis factory. Take my Heart, O God, 
and make it as thou would'ſt have it, a 
broken Contrite Heart; and receive me 
into thy Eternal Favour, if thou wilt not 
Bleſsme with a Temporal Smile, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. AME NNW... 


. a * — W — — — 


John 14. ver. 155. 
If I your Lord and Maſter have waſh- 
eld your. Feet, ye: alſo oug ht to waſh 
{7 7 
__ what Humility did Chrift ſtoop ! 


Even to the waſhing of his Diſciples 
| Feet 
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Feet! Yes, and Peter's who for awhile 
reſiſted him. | 
And with what ſincere Humility,not any 
ſeigned Courteſy,ſhould I ſeek Reconcilia- 
tion with all Men, even with thoſe Ene- 
mies of mine who have wronged me, and 
reviled me, and refuſed that Reconciliati- 
on from me. . 
With what unfeigned Humility ſhould 
I ſtoop to waſh the Feet of Chriſt's pooreſt 
Members, and not- refuſe the very literal 
Act of it, where there is neceflity ; but 
evermore doing it in a Spiritual Senſe, in 
ſupplying. their Neceſſities. 
With what Humility and Fervency 
ſhould I pray to Chriſt to waſn my Feet, 
my Affections; and not only my Feet, but 
alſo my Head, my Tranſgreflions. | 
For truly, O Jeſus, I have need to de 
waſhed all over, becauſe Iam foul all over. 
O let the Blood of thy Soul, when 
thou was't in thine Agony, waſh my Soul. 
O let the Blood of thy Body, which 
thou ſheddedſt in Galbatha, by Rods and 
Scourges, waſh my Body. A 
O let that Blood which thou ſheddedſt in 
Golgot ha upon mount Calvam; when the Sol- 
diers pierced thy Heart, waſh my Heart. 
O let thy Blood waſh away all my Stains. 
Let thy Blood, O Jeſus preſerve my Soul 

and Body to everlaſting Life. AMEN. 
| 2 Acts 
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SE Rs —_— 


Acts 7. ver. 59. 
Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. 


FES, for ought I know or deſerve, 
may be the Laſt Day of my Life; it 
it prove ſo Icannot end it better than with 
St. Stephen's Words, faying, Lord Feſus re- 
cerve my Spirit. | | 
But St. Srepben had ſome ground of aſſu- 
rance that his Prayer wonld be granted, 
and his Soul received by the Lord Jeſus ; 
for he was full of Faith and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, full of Love, and full of Zeal. 
So tull of the Holy Ghoſt that he ſaw 
Heaven opened, and Jeſus ſtanding at the 
right hand of God. T9YG 1.5 e 
So full of Faith, that he doubted not of 


his Soul's Reception ; fo full of Love, tha | 
he prayed for his Perſecutors; and ſo full | 


of Zeal, that he dyed for the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus. 760 
But alas | What Hope have I that my 
Prayer can be granted, that my Soul ſhall 
be received ? 


Inftead of being full of che Holy Ghoſt, 
I have reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt. 20 
Inſtead of Faith, I have diſtruſted God" | 


Promiſes. 


Inſtead 


5 
6 
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Inſtead of being full of Zeal, I have 
been an arrant Coward in the Cauſe of 
the Lord Jeſus. | | 
All the ground and hope I have, is that 
J have ſome Love: Yes, and I thank 
God true Love too; and 1 have prayed, 
and I do pray, and I will pray, ſo long as 
breath remains in my Body, 2 the Con- 
verſion and Forgiveneſs of mine Enemies, 
1 and all that hate me. 
| Yes, and if I am not, I deſire to be 
truly ſorry for reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt 
hitherto, and now deſire to be filled with 
q his Graces. 

If I am not yet, now I deſire to be tru- 
MH Bl ſorry for diſtruſting God's Promiles, 
and to be ſtrengthened in Faith. 

If I am not yet, now I deſire to be truly 
ſorry for my Cowardice in Chriſt's Cauſe ; 
and to deſpiſe Death and the Shame ot 
Death ; and to ſuffer the moſt ſhameful 
Death, if God pleaſe to call me to it 
for the Maintenance of his Caufe ; and 
this Defire I hope is not of Nature but of 
9 h is that FJeſ⸗ "1 

my hope is that Jeſa will not 

break a bruiſed Reed, nor quench a ſmo- 

king Flax, and in rhis I pray that the 

Lord Jeſus would receive, and believe 

(Lord help mine Unbelief) that the Lord 
Feſws will receive my-Spiric. 4 MEN. 
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Mark 14. ver. 34 


My Soul is exceeding Sorromful unto 
pions Death. _ : 


OW! My Bleſſed Jeſus! Thy Soul 
1 Sorrowtul ! How is it poſſible? Thou 
art the Comforter of all Sorrowful Souls, 
and thine own Soul without Comfort ! 
Thy Soul Sorrowtul ''How is it poſſible? 
Every Soul without thee is full of Sorrow, 
and Comfortleſs, and now thine own 
Soul Comfortleſs, and full of Sorrow ! 
So it was: Elſe why didſt thou put up 
that double Supplication to thy Father, If 


WIL : 
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it be poſſible let this Cup paſs from me: The 


Cup of Death, the Cup of Wrath. 

And there was no chearful Natbamto 
bring thee the glad Tydings, The Lord hath 
taken away thy Afﬀfiftions ; No, there was- 
rather a-miſerable-Bildad, Comfort is denyed 
bee? Elſe Wwhy was the Sweating of 
Drops; of great Drops dawn to the ground. 

But why; why, O Bleſſed Jeſus, was 
thy Soul fo heavy 4 Why? O how dare 
I ack this Queſtion ! For therefore was 
thy Soul ſo heavy, becauſe the Sins of my 
Soul lay ſo heavy upon it, The Sweat of 
Sin condemn'd the World, and thereſore 
didſt thou in the Sweat of Blood redeem: 
the World. de 

This thou complainedſt of-by thy Pro- 
phet long fince, 1 am preſs d under hau, as 
Cart is full of Sheafs; And this thou inti- 


matedſt in thy Speech to the Women, Nee 


not for me but for your ſelvet. O give me a 
Fountain of Water to mine Head, and 
Rivers of Teats to mine Eyes, that I may 
weep, and weep ſo much and ſo long till 
my Soul feels the Weight of my Sins, and 
receives Comfort from the Sorrow of thy 
Soul, O hleſſed Jeſus. A MEN, 


E 7 Mata, 
9 N 
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* 


Matth. 26. ver. 39. 


Father if it be poſſible let this Cup paſs 
from me. Nevertheleſs not as 1 
will but as thou wilt. 


TERE is a Father, with whom all 
things are poſſible, for he is a God; 
and yet here is a Son, from whom it was 
not poſſible for this Cu als, for it was 
God's Decree that he ould drink it. 
Bur why then doth he pray againſt it ? 
And why doth he by and P ſubmit unto 
it? 
le pray d againſt it, 
1. Becauſe he ſaw Death in has Cup, 
which grieved him a little. And, 
2. Becauſe he ſaw Shame in that Cup, 
which grieved him more. 
He ſaw the burden of Sin in that Cup, 
wit that feared him a little, not for the 
Loſs of his own Life fomuch as the Weight 
of our Sins. 
4. He ſaw the Wrath of God in that 
Cup, and that feared him more. He now 
ſaw God fitting in Judgment upon wy 
in 
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Sin of every Man, and himſelf bearing 
the Sins of all Men, and undergoing. the 
Puniſhments due for thoſe Sins, and there- 
fore he prayed, let this Cup paſs from me. - 

But then he deſired this Cup, and ſub- 
mitted his Will to his Father's. 

1. Becauſe he longed for the Salvation 
of Mankind; which could not be accom- 
pliſhed till he had drank this Cup; and 
therefore before he came to the Croſs he 
ſaid, ſhall 1 not drink the Cup which my Fa- 
ther hath given me: And at the Croſs he 
ſaid I Thirſt: ' | 

2. In Obedience he deſired to drink it, 
becauſe his Father gave it him. 


And hatſoever Cup thou, O God, wilt 
be pleaſed to give me, give me Grace to- 4 


drink it ; the C 
the Cup of Be 
the Cup of Damnation, let this paſs from 
me, for his ſake who drank the Cup of - 
Red Wine in thy Hand, and thereby diſ- - 


of. Atfliction patiently 3 
iction thankfully z only 


charged my Sins and ſatisfyed thy Juſtice,- 


Jeſus Chritt. AME N. 


** 


Mark: 
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Mark 14. ver. 46. 


They laid their Hands on him and 
£00k him. 


NF TEN, very often, had my Bleſſed 
Jeſus laid his hands upon the Fews 
and healed them, and now in requi-al do 
they lay their hands on him, and take him 
bind him. 

O the Treachery of this AR! For it was 
done with Swords and Staves, and manag- 
ed by his on Servant Fudas. 

O the Ignominy and Diſęracefulneſs of 
this Act For it was done with Swords 
and Staves, as if t had been to apprehend 
a Villain. 

O the Violence and Craety of this Ac 
For they tye himand bind him, with Cords. 

Did ever Man owe more Duty than Ju- 
das, whom Chriſt had called to the Apo- 
ſtleſhip and honour'd with his Treafureſhip. 

And yet did ever Man act more trea- 

heroaſly, for he ſold his Maſter for 30 
Pieces of Silver (a goodly price) and be- 
Tray'd him with a Kils. 

Was ever leſs Refiftance uſed by ey 


- 


than by Jeſus ; for he forbad Peter to fighr 
in his quarrel, and denied twelve Legi- 


ons of Angels to reſcue him. 


And yet was ever-greater Violence of- 


fer'd by any than by the Fews, for they 


came with whole armed bands co appre- 
hend him. 
But why, why was this Treachery, this 


Ignominy, this Violence uſed? Oh! am not 


I aſhamed, am not I afraid to ask the Que- 
ſtion? For had not I been perfidious to 


God, Fudas had not been perſidious to 
Chriſt. „DN 40 | 


Had not I been Diſgraceful to my Crea- 
tor, the Fews had not uſed my Redeemer 
{o Diſgrace fully. 39819] 

Had not I been. bound faft with 'the 


Chains of my Sins, Chriſt had not at all 


been bound with Cords of Hemp. © 
My Sins, my Sins were the Principal, 
Judas and the Fews were Acceſſaries ot 
thy Apprehenſion, my Bleſſed Jeſus. 
Give me Grace therefore, O God, to 
bind my Sins with Cords, with Cords 
of Faith and Repentance, that they never 
ſtir again in any mental or actual Rebelli- 
on againſt thee, to provoke thy Juſtice, or 
to bring me under thy Diſpleaſure: For 
his ſake who hath ſatistyed thy Juſtice and 
appeaſed thy Diſpleaſure, Jeſus ' Chriſt. 
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Mark 14. ver. 15. 


Aud they led Jeſus away to the High 
Prieſt. 


FESUS was once led, by the Good Spi- 
ric of God, into the Wilderneſs to be 
tempted of the Devil; and that was a Bleſ- 
ſed Leading, for he overcame the Devil. 
But now is Jeſus led by the Wicked 
Fews, into the High Prieſts Hall, and it 
was a Curſed leading in them; for it was 
to abuſe him ſhamefully, accuſe him fallly, 
and to condemn him unjuſtly. 
Shameful was his Uſage, for he is ſcoffed 
by the Tongues, buffered by the Hands, 
ſtruck by the Fiſts, whipt by the Rods of 
Villains. 

Falſe was his Accuſation, for they accuſe 
| him of Schiſm againſt the Church, of Re- 
| bellion againſt the State, perverting the 
Nation and denying Tribute to Cæſar. 

And unjuſt was his Condemnation, both 
| in the Ecclefiaſtical Court, before Caia- 
| bas, for it was becauſe he profeſs d himſelf 


—— — 


to be, what in truth he was, the Son of 
God. And alſo in the Civil Court, * 
late 
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Pilate, for it was to pleaſe the People, aſter 
be had confeſs d he could find no fault in 

_ - - 
And why was Chriſt ſo ſhamefully abu- 
ſed by Men? But that I might be graciouſly 
handled by God. 

Why was Chriſt fo falſly accuſed by 
ns — that I might be truly acquitted 

od. 

Why was he unjuſtly Condemn d by 
ow a But chat I might be juſtly ſaved by 
God. | 5 

O Bleffed Jeſus Who didſt ſuffer thy 
ſelf to be abuſed, accuſed, and condem d 
by Men; I beſeech thee let that Mercy of 
thine, which perſuaded thee to ſuffer ſo 
much for me, perſuade thee alſo to do 
that for which thou ſufferedſt ſo much for 
me, ever to Pardon and ſave me. | 

Let thy violent leading before Caiephas | 
and Pilate, lead me gently before God. | 

Let the ſhameful Abuſage of thee, by 
Men, give me a gracious Entertainment 
with 
Let thy falſe Accuſation by Men, give 
me a true Abſolution from God. And let 
thy unjuſt Condemnation by Men , = 
me an everlaſting Salvation with God. 
AMEN. ö 


Luke | 


— 
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Luke 23. ver. 34. 


1 9 
. at her > 7 ogiye them. 
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| Fg ers Oye Fews, by this, if by 
nothing elſe, you might have known 
Chriſt to be the Son of God, or you might 
| conclude your {elves far worſe than Saul; 
for he could and did ſay of David, now l 
know wel, that thou ſhalt ſurely. be King. 
I Sam. 24. 20; | | 
No-? and why not beſore, becauſe now 
and not before, he found an Incompara- 
ble Mercy in David, by Rewarding him 
| Good for Evil, and ſparing his Life, 


} 

4 

; 

| 
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1 

} 
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where he had him at advantage. 
And was not here a more Incomparable 
Mercy in Chriſt, not only Sparing their 
Lives from the invaſion of Twelve Legions 
of Angels, which were all at his Com- 
mand, but alſo praying for their Souls, 
when he was under their Torments. 
And this Prayer was ſo effectual, that 
| it converted many, and among them that 
very Souldier Longinus who pierced him 
| tothe Heart. 


nee — & As Ae de 


called a Chriſtian, make no more account 
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Could ye ſuppoſe, that he made this 
Prayer to his ſuppoſed Father Foſeph ? 

No: your ſelves did confeſs, none 
could forgive Sins but God; ſuch 
Gifts came down only from the Fa- 
ther of Light ; and who is that, but God, 
the Father of Chriſt 2 Well, O ye Fews ! 
if ye will not believe it, that it was to 
God the Father, the firft Perſon, whom 
Chriſt the ſecond Perſon, cloathed with 
Humanity, prayed to upon the Croſs, 
when he ſaid, Fahter, forgive them ; and 
I believe my ſelf one of them, for whom 
he pray d, and in this Belief ſettle my A(- 
ſurance, that I am forgiven, becauſe 
I believe withal, Chriſt was heard ia 
what he prayed, Heb. 5. 7. 


* 


” 
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John 19. ver. 26. 27. 
Behold thy Son 1. Behold thy Mother] 


Wonder not that Chriſt was ſo full of 
Piety, becauſe I doubt not of his be- 
ing God, even now, when he was cloath- 


ed with, and Uncloathing of our Fleſh. 


No; my wonder is, that I, who am 


of 
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of his Example, and am fo prodigal of the 
means he gives me, and ſo Improvident of 


the poſterity I ſhall leave behind me; he 
is Solicitous of his Mother and Servant, I 


am careleſs of my Family; had 1 


no Sin to anſwer for but this, it were 
enough to damn me; yet my hope is, 
though I ſtand guilty of Millions more 


thanthis, yet his Blood hath deſerved, and 


his Grace will-give me the Forgiveneſs of 
them all, ſo that I repent of all, and this. 
But Repentance too ishis Gift, and I can- 
not do it, until he give it; yet my hope 


is, he that gave his Servant Jobn charge of 


his Mother Mary, and her charge of him 


without their Intreaty, will not deny me 


this Grace. upon my Importunity, - Re- 
pentance then, O Bleſſed Jeſu, for this 
and all other my Sins, not to mingle with 
thy Blood, but to ſeal the merit of thy 
Blood to me, that this and all my Sins 
may be forgiven. And thy Bleſſing of Pro- 

vidence, I be upon all my Endeavours 
- of proviſion for all my Relations , after 
I am Dead and gone. | 

Or, if thou denyeſt me this, becauſe it 
is but a Temporal Bleſſing, and I dare not 
abſolutely crave it, yet deny me not this, 
I beſeech thee, becauſe it is Spiritual, and 
for thy Glory and their Eternity. 


Behold 


- — 
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This day ſhalt thou be with me in Pa- 
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Behold thoſe my Relations, they are 


the work of thine hands, they are the 


Purchaſe of thy Blood, they are the Tem- 
ples of thy Spirit, or do thou make them 
ſo for thy Blood's ſake, that though I leave 
them not any thing upon Earth, yet thou 
* give them all things in Heaven, 
and behold them at thy Right hand. 
AMEN. | 


_ Y — * oO — 
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Luke 23. ver. 43. 


radiſe. 


ow Infinitely God exceeds our Ho- 
1 ly Deſires ! His Mercy commonly 
revents the contrite Beggar, he never 


denies him Audience, but always hears 
and Anſwers Prayers, if not ad Voluntatem, 


yet ad Uniltatem, to our Advantage, it 
not to our Deſire, and he gives more than 
he is entreated. | | 


The Convert Thief deſired but Remem- | 


brance: that was all; Chriſt promiſed 


him Paradiſe, that was more ; and to put | 
him out of doubt, he affirmed it with an Aſ- 
ſeveration, 


| 


' 
| 
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ſeveration, Verily, I ſay unto thee. Ve- 
ritas Promittentis lyes in the Truth of the 
Promiſer, and Larpgitas Bonitatis, the Boun- 
ty of his Goodnels lyes in this, thou ſhalt 
be with me in Paradiſe. Not that Earth- 
ly one in Eden, but a better, becauſe it is 
the Celeſtial 'one in Heaven, What a 
happy change then did he, and do we 
make by Death. | . 
Nor doth my Saviour refer my Suit to 
another Man, or defer my Suit to another 
day of hearing: nor muſt T refer Repen- 
tance to a proxy, nor defer Repentance 


to old age, but to day I muſt hear his voice, 


if to day I will be with him in Paradiſe. 
And indeed. Suavites. Socirtats ſhould 


prompt me toCeleritas Præſtationis. I ſhould 


Quick in my Piety, becauſe of the 


Sweetneſs of the Society, I ſhall have with 


: Oy IH | 5 
And that I may be with him there in 
Paradiſe, I muſt be with him in Gethſemane 


by obedience, I muſt be with him here on 


Mount Calvary by Faith. tif bs 
Here, Here, O Bleſſed Jeſus, give me 


's Grace to Remember thee in thy Suffer- 
| ings, and do thou remember me in thy 
| Glory. AME N. 4 aye 


Math. 
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Matth. 2 7. ver. 46 
we God, N God, 4s haſt ded 


in me. ſ 


0 M dear * O my Bleſſed 
Jeſus, . was not a painſul, ſhameful, 
curſed Death enough tor thee to ſuffer * ? 
Enough certainly, if I had not deſerved 
thy Father's Wrath: all the Tortures Man 
could load thee with were nothing. to this 
inward Torment, which thou enduredſt, 
when in the bitter Agony of thy Angui- 
ſhed Soul, thou cryed ſt out, my God, my 
God, why baſt thou forſaken me! | 

Thy God! and yet forſaken ! very 
ſtrange! but very true ; and well for me, 
it was fo ſtrange and rue ! 

Forſaken thou waſt, by Reſtraint of the 
Dirine Influence. | 

Forſaken thou waſt not, by any Diſſo- 
lution of the Divine Eſſence. 

For want of the Comfortable beams of 
that uncreated Sun, thou criedſt out of 
a Dereliction; but becaule that Sun could 


not 
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not be totally Eclipſed, thou calledſt ſti 


upon God. 

Thou waſt God thy ſelf, and the Fa- 
ther thy God, even then, when thou 
madeſt this ſad Complaint. 

So ſometimes I may ſeem to be, and 
yet never ſhall be forſaken, if I can make 
this application, that God is my God. 

For therefore was Chriſt thus was Con- 
tent to be forſaken (queſtionleſs at his own 


will it was, and in his own power it was, 


as well to be forſaken, as to lay down. his 
life) that I wretched Sinner, as I am, 
might be received to mercy. 

 'Omoft merciful God, let me never for- 
ſake thee; and then, though ſometimes 


I feal not the warmth of thy favour, and 
ſo may ſeem in mine own enſe and Ap-l 


prehenſion to be forſaken, yet thy Seed, 
thy Eſſence, thy ſelf, will ſti]! be in me, 
and I ſhall fay, tho thou kill me, yet will 
I truſt in thee, becauſe thou art my God. 
AMEN. | 


John 


- * 7 
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Ik I may not enjoy it here, by taſte in 
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John 19. ver. 28. 
J Thirft. 


OW can I enough admire at the infi- 
nitive Love of my Bleſſed Jefus ! 
even now he complained of being forſaken 
becauſe the Wrath of God for my Sins An- 
uiſhed his Soul, and juſt now he again 
hirſts, till he has fully merited the Par- 
don of my Sins, and the Salvation of my 


Soul: other thirſt he had none, for hg re- 


fuſed the Wine, that would . have.quen» 
ched it. | | 
O let me never thirſt for but that 
new Wine, which thou promiſedſt to Drink 
anew with thy Diſciples in thy Father's 


thy Church militant, becauſe of my re- 


ſtraint ; yet let me enjoy it by Taſte ſand 


Sight in full Perfection in thy Church 
Triumphant, when my Soul is free, and 


when I ſhall never thirſt again. AMEN, 


John 


a.” oath 
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John 19. ver. 30. 


I is fiſhed. 


HAT a Cordial, what an Exam- 

ple are theſe Words ! Such a Cor- 
dial, that I am thereby aſſured, Chrift 
hath left nothing unperform''d for my E- 
ternal ſafety ; ſuch an Example, that they 
tell me, that the Work of my Salvation is 


not only a Work of Inchoation, but cf 


Conſummation alſo. | 

I muſt not only Work, but I muſt alſo 
Work out my Salvation, with Fear and 
Trembling ; Fearing every Temptation, 
and Trembling at every Tranſgreſſton; for 
every Temptation is a rub, and every Tranſ- 
greſſion is a ſtop to hinder my paſſage into 
Heaven. | 

OBleſſed Jeſus, let all the Temptations 
paſt, I have yielded to, and every Sin paſt 
I have committed, be nailed to thy Croſs, 
and waſhed away in thy Blood, which 
thou didſt ſhed upon that Croſs. 

And for the future let all Temptations 
and Sins have their Conſummation, and 


i befiniſhed by my Repentance,and then let 


Death come when it will, and finiſh my Life, 
I ſhall rejoice, becauſe my Soul ſhall be ſafe 
by Virtue of thy Satisſaction. AMEN. Luke 


— 1 
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Lake 2 2 . ver. 1 


Euler, into thy Hands 1 commend 
AW Soul. _ 


* a 


Soul, my Bleſſed Jeſus, but with 
ic.my Soul, and the Souls of all Believers 
in A World : for thou waſt now in our 
ſtead, and whatſoeyer- thou didſt, thou 
ny for W. 

y then ſhould I "Hl the Guilt of 
em — ſince thou haſt waſh'd.it away? 
why ſhould 1 fear the Sting of Death to 
come, ſince thou haſt overcome Death? 


Vea, Why ſhould I fear the Devil ac- 


cuſing me with my Sins, and frighting me 
with my Death, ſince chou haſt overcome 


him, Who hath the Poway: of Death, and 


that is the Devil? 

Why ſhould 1 fear the Miſcarriage of my 
Soul, ſince it was commended: with thine 
into the hands of thy Father? £ 

That my Sins were fo great, as to put 


my Saviour to Death, Iwill weep; and 
God forbid — ſhould: my Tor: — 5 ag 
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That my Saviour's Love was fo great, as 


to put out my Sins, when he gave up the 


Ghoſt, I will rejoyce; and God forbid I 
ſhould rejoyce in any thing but the Croſs 
of Chriſt, whereby the World is crucified 


to me, and I unto the World. AMEN. 


_ I. a CO 


— — 


Luke 23. ver. 48. 


And all the People that came toge- 
ther to that Sight, beholding the 
Things that were done, ſmote their 

| Breaſts, and returned. 


M not I one of thoſe people? hare 
not I ſeen thoſe things that were 


done ? have not I ſeen my Saviour appre- 
hended ? have not I ſeen my Jeſus contu- 


meliouſly arraigned ? have not I ſeen my 
Chriſt maliciouſly- accuſed 2 have not 1 
ſeen my Maſter falſly Condemned ? have 
not I ſeen my Lord and Maſter, my Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, enviouſſy Cruciſy d, and cruel!y 
tormented, and moſt reproachfully ca- 


lumniated ? All this I have ſeen, as well 


not one of thoſe People, unleſs I ſmi my 


- 
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Breaſt upon this Sight: And indeed what 
Godly Man, will not this Sight (yea the 
very Thoughts of this Sight) make to ſmite 
his Breaſt ? For all this was done for me, 
ani by me; for my Redemption, and by 
my Tranſgreſſion. ä 

The Thoughts, the Ambitious Thoughts 
of my Heart, crowned my Saviour's Head 
with Thorns. The Imaginations, the 
Deſperate Imaginations of my Heart, pier- 
ced my Saviourto the very Heart ; and all 
this and much more he ſuffered, that 1 
might not ſuffer at all, for all this. 

Oh! Now for the Publican's Zeal, to 
ſmite my Heart and cry for Mercy! And 
let thy Mercy, O God, direct me to re- 
turn, but through the way of Grace, that 


I may be received to Glory. AMEN. 


— „„ 


J ohn 19. ver. 34. 


One of the Soldiers with a Spear pier- 
ced his fide, and forthwith came 
: thereout Blood and Water. 


A 2 

AS Chriſt began, ſo he ended his Paſſi- 
on with Water and Blood 3 in his 

"169107 F 2 Agony i 


100. and. S 
Agony in the Garden, he ſweat Blood 


and Water; for it is not poſſible for a Hu- 


man Body to ſubſiſt — St wateriſn 


Humour running in the Blood+ 1/591 


It is not ſo expreſs d there, in — lr. 
den, as it is here upon the Croſs; For 
here it is plainly ſaid, that when the Sol- 
diers Spear had open 'd a Sluice in his ſide, 
there iſſued Water and Blood; but though 
it be not expreſſed, yet it muſt be elieved, 
that as upon the Croſs, ſo alſo in che Gar- 
den, Chriſt ſhed. both Blood and Water. 
| Blood for a propitiatory Sacrifice to God 
the Father to ſatisfy him; and Water fon the 


Purification of the Menibersiof his Church; 


Put them both together and L cannot 
find any thing wanting, that might” con- 
to Man's Redemption. 


In his Sweat, is manifeſted the 


NN 
very. 
2. In his Blood, I ſee a ſufficient Ran- 


ſom and SatisfaRion for the Sins of the 


whole World. 


3. In the many and great Drops, 1 fee 


a particular Deop allotted for me and eve- 
ry true Believer. 
4. In the coming forth of Blood Ad 


Wane: I {ce a Sufficiency for all and every 


one, that none need deſpair, + - © 
At this, O, God be my laſt, and 2H 


ſate 
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ſaſe Refuge, when my Soul Thirſts and 
Faints, either in my Life for Juſtification 
or Sanctiſication; or at my Death for 
Glorification.,. -. | 
10 God che Father, then give me Grace; 
to lay my Soul under this Wound of thy 
Son; and ſend the Holy Ghoſt with this 
Water to purify me from the Filth of Sin, 
and with this Blood to justify me from the 
Guilt of Sinn 

Let me never partake of the Soldiers. 
Barbarity, to pierce thy Son with a Spear 
of:an Qath, leſt I trample that Blood un- 
der foot; but give me the Faith of a true 
Servant to apply that Blood and Water 
of Jeſus 3 to che a: of my Soul. 
AME N. ö 


_—_— 


Do 


1 ? 
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Mark 16. ver. 6 
He is riſen. 1 . 


mY 


E 8 he ig rien, ebe the 
Elders endeavour'd ſubtilly to ſecure 


him in his Sepulchre, by ſetting the Watch 
and Sealing the Stone. 

The Woman, the Diſciples, the Soldi- 
ers were his AR and Lbeliere : 


* 3 
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God give me Grace to take out the 
Leſſion whichChrift 5 ReſurreRion teaches 
me ; to riſe from the Grave of Sinn 

And chen I ſhall be ſure to be exalted 
from my Grave of Earth, to the Glory bf 
Heaven, 

His Reſurrection is a pledge of mine, 
if I ama Member ofhis Body, for the Mem- 
bers muſt follow the Head. 

And an Everlaſting Eaſter I ſhall have 
and keep in Glory „if J keep an Holy 
e, now in Grace. 

O Gracious God, give me my FR in 
the Firſt Reſurrection, that T may alſo 

rtake of the Second, 'and at Dooms-day 

placed amongſt the Sheep at Ar right 
hand of Jeſus Chriſt. AMEN. ow 


180 


Matth. 5. ver. 17. 


I came not to deſtroy the Law and the 
Prophets, but to foil them. 


N theſe Words 1 eſpy a Diſcord: bur 
ſuch a Diſcord as makes a ſweet Har. 


mony. 1 
The ſeeming Diſcord is in the Meg 
tion of the 9 and the obligation of the 
Law. | The 


* 


\ Pious Meditations, 103 


The ſweet Harmony is the double con- 
ſideration of the Law. If I look upon the 
Law as it is a Covenant exacting punctual 
Obedience, and fo Chriſt hath both ful- 
nee and deſtroyed it. EW 


alfill'd it for me, and in him my Obe- | 


dience is accepted and deſtroyed it to- 
me, and by him I am deliver d from the 
rigour of it, n 

But if I look upon the Law as it is a 
Rule, ſo Chriſt hath fulfill'd it and not de- 


ſtroyed it; but leſt it for the perpetual: | 


Square of my Actions. 
He ſulfill'd his Law adivelyin his Life, 
by Obedience, paſſively in his Death, by. 
Patience, in both by Merit; in each of 
which he is Ser vator, the Saviour of them 
that are under the Law; and therefore 
not. a Solutor, a Deſtroyer of the Law. 
If he deſtroyed it any way, he deſtroy- 
ed it either by the Breach of it, but there 


was no Guile in him; or by falſe Com- 


ments upon it, but he Vindicated this ve-- 
ry Chapter, from all corrupt Expoſitions, 
and reftor'd' it to its genuine Senſe, or by 
putting an end to it, but he was ſo far 
from this, that he hath left the Abridg- 
ment of it, to love God above all, which: 
is the Firſt Table; and our Neighbour as 
ur ſelves, which is the Second Table; 
30175 71 — to. 
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to be the Rule of our Lives, and therefore 
he came not to deſtroy the Law. 
The Ceremonial Law, be hach wha: 
ly abrogated. The Judicial Law. be hath 
changed, and left it no power to bind u, 
but ex nova Inftitutione, from a new Inſti- 
tution, by thoſe Goyernours under whom 
Llive: Bat the Moral Law he fulfilled 
and did not deſtroy it, 

Not it, nor the Prophets neither s not | 
1. the Prophets, becauſe, that whatſoever 
informer time they ſpake of him, he made: 
good in the fulneſs of time. And there- 
fore is every notable Act of Chriſt, thus 
expreſs d by the Evangeliſts, that it might 

be fulfilled which was ſpoke by the Pro- 
| Phets. Matth. x. 22. 1. 4. 50. ci 
Nor 2. the Law, becauſe 1. he trauſ. 
greſs d ir not; becauſe 2. he fulfilled ĩt in 
himſelf for us, and hath given us Ability to 

fulfil it in him too. 

And why did Chriſt ſay this 2 I came 
not to deſtroy the Law or the Prophets, 
but to fulfil them. Wh)? 
1. To wooe and win me to follow his 
| Example, and not to break the Law ; for if 
I am in Chriſt, I muſt be like Chriſt, not 


1 only paſſively by {\uffering- Afflictions, but 


alſo actively by doing good Works. 
And how ſhall I know that I. am > 
Chriſt, but way walking, not after the Fleſh, - 


but 


0 


* 
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but after the Spirit; and it is, to walk after 
the Spirit, think I, to be free from the 
Ln Raw, 8, „ anti at 5000 
To be free from the Law of Sin and 
Death, but not from Obedience to the 
Law moral. Nac 
From the Law of Sin I am free, if I be 
in Chriſt, it ſhall not command me, nor I 
obey it; Sin ſhall not condemn me, nor I: 
ſink under it. en 2041 ; 
-And'from the Law of Death I am free, 
if I be in Chriſt ; not of Temporal Death, 
far dye I muſt, though I be in Chriſt, but 
om Eternal Death, damned I ſhall not 
beg if Ihe im Ci tt. 
No way to put that F out of doubt, hut 
by the keeping his Commandments; ſo 
ſays Chriſt, if you love me keop my Com- 
mandments, and what Commandments 
hath Chriſt given us to be kept but thole ten 
which God ſpake in 20th. Chapter of Exodus. 
And again Chriſt ſaid this, I came not 
to deſtroy the Law and the Prophets, but 
to fulfil them!; that Timight ſay, Thanks be 
unto God who hath given me Victory, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 
For the Law which he fulfill'd, he ful- 
fill'd for me, and what is fulfill d for me, is 
mine; mine I ſay the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law is, if I believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chtiſt; for therefore God ſent Chriſt, who 
+4 came 
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came inthe Similitude of Sinful Fleſh, that 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law, might- be 

fulfill'd in me. Rom. 8. 1127. 
Fiulfill'd in me acceptably, by the impu- 
ted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, who for me 
fulfill'd the Law perfectly, and he is made 
of God to me my Righteouſneſs, and I 
am made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 

Aer, 30, UF. a. 
And now, O Merciful God! I beſeech 
thee fend thy Holy Spirit and his Grace 
into me, that I may be a- follower of 
Chriſt, and endeavour to fulfil thy Law, 
in all Holy Obedience to thee, in all Sub- 
jection to thoſe Governours whom thou 
doſt ſet over us, in all hearty: Love to my 
Brethren, that that Life. which thou [haſt 
romiſed to the Doers of the Law, may 
e given to me, for his ſake: who fulfill d 
the Law for me, Jeſus Chriſt, AMEN. 
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1 Cor. 6. ver. 11. 

But ye are waſhed, but ye are San- 
|. Gified, but ye are Juſtified, in the 

Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and by the Spirit of our God, 


7 AT God the Father and his Son 
-2&- Jefus, and the Holy Spirit, is the Au- 
thor of my Ablution, of my Sanctification, 
and of my Juſtification, I queſtion not. 

My Queſtion is to know, whether I am 
waſhed? Whether I am Sanctified? Whe- 
ther I am Juſtified ay or nos 

If I am waſhed, I am then aſhamed to 
live any longer in Sin. So ſays the Spouſe 
the Church, and ſo muſt Ifay and refqlve, 
(ifI ama Member of that Church) 1 have 
waſhed my Feet, how ſhall I defile them 
again. _ 

Ik I am Sandtified'I have Life, and that 
Life hath a nutritive Appetite; and I hun- 
ger and thirſt after a greater degree of Ho- 
lineſs. That Life hath a generative Ap- 
petite, and I deſire the Regeneration of 
other Men, as well as of my ſelf. That 


Life 


Lite hath a ſenſitive Appetite; and I feel 
the prick of — Tencation, and ery out 
upon the Wound of every Tranſgreſſion. 
It I am Juſtified, my mind Judges no 
| thing in Compariſon with God, either in 
Heaven or in Earth; my Will deſires his 
Preſence evermore ; my Affections em 
(brace, him and are never at reſt but in his 
Arms; my Soul delights in Chriſt, as in 
the beſt Jewel of the World. . . 
O God, give me Grace to abhor all Sin, 
whereby I may know I am waſhed. 
.. Give me an Appetite to-hunger and 
thirſt after more Grace, to beget othets to 
thee ; to fear every Temptation, and to 
tremble at every Tranſgreſſion, whereby 
I may know I am Sanctifiet. 
Sive me an High Eſteem of a; thriſty 
deſire after Fervent Affections for, and 
leaſing delight in thy ſelf; thy, Son, thy 
Spirit, that I may know I am alſo, Juſtifi- 
ed in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and by the Spirit of our God. AMEN. 
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